

President Barack Obama answers questions during a news conference in the East Room of the White House in Washington, Nov. 14,2012. On Wednes¬ 
day, Obama said that he would not extend tax cuts for the wealthy and praised CIA Director David Petraeus’s record while saying that national 
security had not been compromised during the intelligence official’s affair with his biographer. 

(Luke Sharrett /The New York Times) 

Focus on Petraeus, taxes as Obama faces media 


BLISTERING 

OFFENSIVE 

IBRAHIM BARZAK 
JOSEF FEDERMAN 
Associated Press 

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) 
— Israel carried out a blis¬ 
tering offensive of more 
than 20 airstrikes in the 
Gaza Strip on Wednesday, 
assassinating Hamas’ mili¬ 
tary commander and tar¬ 
geting the armed group’s 
training facilities and rock¬ 
et launchers in Israel’s most 
intense attack on the terri¬ 
tory in nearly four years. 



Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu delivers a statement 
to the media at Hakirya a military 
base in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednes¬ 
day, Nov. 14, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Ariel Schalit) 

Israel said the airstrikes, 
launched in response to 
days of rocket fire out of 
Hamas-ruled Gaza, were 
the beginning of a broad¬ 
er operation against the 
Islamic militants code- 
named “Pillar of Defense.” 
Israeli defense officials said 
a ground operation was 
a strong possibility in the 
coming days though they 
stressed no decisions had 
been made and much 
would depend on Hamas’ 
reaction. There were no 
immediate signs of extraor¬ 
dinary troop deployments 
along the border. Relations 
have been deteriorating 
with Egypt’s new Islamist 
government, Egypt’s law¬ 
less Sinai desert has be¬ 
come a staging ground for 
militant attacks on Israel, 
and the Syrian civil war has 
begun to spill over Israel's 
northern border. 


Continued on Page 8 


HELENE COOPER 
© 2012 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Presi¬ 

dent Barack Obama on 
Wednesday declared that 
he would not extend tax 
cuts at upper income levels 
but that Congress should 
quickly do so for the middle 
class, and he praised David 
H. 

Petraeus’ record while 
saying that national se¬ 
curity had not been com¬ 
promised during the intel¬ 
ligence official’s affair with 
his biographer. 

At a news conference, 
Obama emphasized the 
need for a deal to settle 
budget issues before the 
end of the year, but he was 


also pressed on the scan¬ 
dal that forced the resigna¬ 
tion of Petraeus as the CIA 
director. 

Maintaining that “people 
are innocent until proven 
guilty,” the president said 
that while he did not want 
to “meddle” in the investi¬ 
gation, he hoped that the 
scandal that upended the 
career of Petraeus “ends 
up being a single side note 
on what ends up being an 
extraordinary career." 

His remarks at the news 
conference were the first 
from Obama on the scan¬ 
dal. 

“My main hope right now 
is that he and his family are 
able to move on,” Obama 


told reporters. “Gen. Pe¬ 
traeus has had an extraor¬ 
dinary career.” 

The president used his first 
official news conference 
since June to urge haste in 
budget negotiations meant 
to avert abrupt shifts in tax¬ 
es and spending at the end 
of the year, and he called 
on Congress to extend 
middle-class tax cuts imme¬ 
diately, before lawmakers 
begin working on a com¬ 
plete deficit agreement. 

He insisted that he would 
not agree to a similar ex¬ 
tension of Bush-era tax 
rates on the highest levels 
of income. 

“We should not hold the 
middle class hostage while 


we debate tax cuts on the 
wealthy,” the president de¬ 
clared in an opening state¬ 
ment. 

Appearing before report¬ 
ers in the East Room of the 
White House, he said that 
“right now, our economy is 
still recovering from a very 
deep and damaging crisis, 
so our top priority has to be 
jobs and job creation.” 

He reiterated his pledge to 
push for increasing taxes on 
the wealthy but added that 
an extension of the middle- 
class tax cuts must go into 
effect at once. 


Continued on Page 6 
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Pelosi to remain in Congress and continue as leader 


JENNIFER STEINHAUER 
JOHN H. CUSHMAN JR. 

© 2012 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Rep. Nan¬ 
cy Pelosi of California has 
decided to stay in Con¬ 
gress and serve as House 
Democratic leader for 
two more years, she an¬ 
nounced Wednesday. 
House Democrats had 
made it clear that she 
could remain in the position 
if she decided not to retire, 
which had been consid¬ 
ered a possibility. Her deci¬ 
sion puts her at the fulcrum 
of the impending debate 
over fiscal issues. 

Pelosi, 72, had been pri¬ 
vately weighing whether 
she wanted to continue in 
the role given the likelihood 
that regaining the majority 
will be difficult in the mid¬ 
term elections. Her depar¬ 
ture would have opened 
the door to Rep. Steny H. 
Hoyer of Maryland, the No. 
2 Democrat, to replace 
her, but he will have to 


continue to bide his time. 
Surrounded by most of the 
61 female members of the 
House - both the newly 


elected and old-timers 
- Pelosi took a slow wind¬ 
up, extolling the virtues of 
women in office, before ex¬ 
plaining her decision. 


“I have made the decision, 
that some of you may have 
some interest in, in order to 
continue work in empow¬ 


ering women, to making 
sure that our Affordable 
Care Act is enforced in a 
way to make sure that be¬ 
ing a woman is no longer a 


pre-existing condition,” she 
said. “I have made a de¬ 
cision to submit my name 
to my colleagues to once 
again serve as Democratic 
House leader.” 

As her staff tried repeatedly 
to prevent reporters from 
asking more than a few 
questions, an animated 
Pelosi seemed to enjoy her 
moment, saying she would 
use the next two years to 
help elect more women 
and to fight the role of 
money in politics. She be¬ 
came visibly exercised 
when a reporter suggested 
that the age of the slate of 
Democratic leaders - all 
are over 70 - was prevent¬ 
ing younger leaders from 
advancing in the party. 
“You’ve always asked that 
question except to Mitch 
McConnell,” Pelosi said, 
referring to the Senate Re¬ 
publican leader, who is 70, 
as a group of women be¬ 
hind her booed and yelled, 
“Age discrimination!" “Let's 


for a moment honor it as 
a legitimate question, al¬ 
though it's quite offensive, 
though you don’t realize it, 

I guess,” she added before 
answering: “No." 

Pelosi then said she had 
tried to get more young 
members of both sexes 
elected. 

In January 2007, Pelosi 
became the first female 
speaker of the House. She 
ceded that post to Rep. 
John A. Boehner, R-Ohio, 
with the Republican vic¬ 
tories in the 2010 midterm 
elections. 

Despite the steep losses 
that cost her party control 
of the House, Pelosi was 
elected minority leader 
two weeks later. 

On the Senate side of 
the Rotunda, the leader¬ 
ship slate remains largely 
the same. McConnell, of 
Kentucky, will remain the 
Republican leader, and 
his No. 2 will be Sen. John 
Cornyn of Texas. □ 



House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) speaks at a news confer¬ 
ence on Capitol Hill alongside fellow women Democratic lawmakers, in 
Washington, Nov. 14, 2012. Pelosi has decided to stay in Congress and 
serve as House Democratic leader for another two years, an aide said 
Wednesday. 

(Stephen Crowley/The New York Times) 
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Communists conclude Party Congress in China 


EDWARD WONG 

© 2012 New York Times BEI¬ 
JING - Moving to complete 
only its second smooth 
leadership transition in 


prepared to hand the reins 
of power to Xi Jinping, son 
of a revered revolutionary 
guerrilla leader who was 
also an architect of China’s 



Delegates leave the Great Hall of the People after the closing ceremony 
of the 18th Communist Party Congress in Beijing, Nov. 14, 2012. President 
Hu Jintao stepped aside as a member of the party’s Central Committee 
on the final day of party congress. 

(Sim Chi Yin/The New York Times) 


more than six decades of 
rule, the Chinese Commu¬ 
nist Party ended a week- 
long conclave on Wednes¬ 
day as its departing gen¬ 
eral secretary, Hu Jintao, 


economic transformation. 
For this nation of 1.3 billion, 
the leadership transition 
culminates a particularly 
tumultuous period plagued 
by scandals and intense 


US: Al-Qaida linked to 
Libya consulate attack 


JAMEY KEATEN 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Some of the 
culprits in an attack on the 
U.S. consulate in Benghazi, 
Libya, had links to al-Qa- 
ida's North Africa arm, a 
top U.S. military official said 
Wednesday, adding that 
it remained unclear if the 
terror network led or orga¬ 
nized the deadly assault 
whose victims included an 
American ambassador. 
Al-Qaida links had been 
suspected in the attack on 
Sept. 11, but not publicly 
detailed, and an investi¬ 
gation is underway. U.S. 
Ambassador to Libya Chris 
Stevens and three others 
were killed. The assault oc¬ 
curred around the same 
time that protests erupted 
in Muslim countries over an 
anti-Islam film made in the 
United States. 

Gen. Carter Ham, the head 
of the U.S. military’s Africa 
Command, said some of 
the attackers had ties to 
Al-Qaida in the Islamic 
Maghreb, which was built 
on the remains of a former 
Algerian militant group. 


“Clearly some of these indi¬ 
viduals have some linkages 
to AQIM,” Ham told report¬ 
ers in Paris. 

“That's not to say that this 
was an AQIM-planned or 
organized or led activity.” 
He did not elaborate. 

AQIM and its allies control 
a vast swath of neighbor¬ 
ing Mali. The United States 
and France are among the 
Western powers that are 
worried about the Sahel 
region of northeastern Mali 
could become a terrorist 
haven, and are pushing for 
international action in the 
region. 

“I don't think today they 
possess a credible, im¬ 
minent threat to the U.S. 
homeland. But that net¬ 
work already killed four 
Americans,” 

Ham said of AQIM. “If we 
collectively — the interna¬ 
tional community — do not 
find a way to help the Af¬ 
ricans address this threat, 
it’s going to worsen, the 
network will become stron¬ 
ger, and they will gain 
the capability to export 
violence. ”□ 


political rivalry that pre¬ 
sented the party with some 
of its greatest challenges 
since the student uprising 
of 1989. On Thursday morn¬ 
ing, after a confirmation 
vote by the party’s new 
Central Committee, Xi, 59, 
is expected to march onto 
a stage at the Great Hall of 
the People accompanied 
by at least six other party 
officials who will form the 
Politburo Standing Com¬ 
mittee, the elite group that 
makes crucial decisions on 
the economy, foreign poli¬ 
cy and other major issues. 
“I think the emphasis is on 
continuity over change this 
time around,” said Bo Zhi- 
yue, a scholar of Chinese 


politics at the National Uni¬ 
versity of Singapore.The 
ascension of Xi and other 
members of the “red nobil¬ 
ity” to the top posts means 
that China’s princelings, the 
children of notable Com¬ 
munist officials, have come 
info fheir own as a powerful 
political force. Because of 
fheir parentage, they be¬ 
lieve themselves to be the 
heirs of the revolution that 
succeeded in 1949, en¬ 
dowed with a mandate of 
authority. Several political 
insiders say Hu, 69, is also 
likely to hand over the post 
of civilian chairman of the 
military to Xi, which would 
be the first time since the 
promotion of the ill-fated 


Hua Guofeng in 1976 that 
a Chinese leader has tak¬ 
en office at the same time 
as head of the party and 
of the military. That would 
give Xi a stronger base 
from which to consolidate 
his power, even as he grap¬ 
ples with the continuing in¬ 
fluence of parfy elders.Xi is 
facing a growing chorus of 
calls from Chinese elites to 
support greater openness 
in China's economic and 
political systems, which 
critics say have stagnated 
in the last decade under 
Hu, despite the country’s 
emergence as the world’s 
second-largest economy 
and a growing regional 
power. □ 
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Democrats increase edge in US Senate with King 


ANDREW MIGA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Dem¬ 
ocrats in the U.S. Senate in¬ 
creased their voting edge 
to 10 with a newly elect¬ 
ed independent saying 
Wednesday he will align 
with them. 

Senator-elect Angus King 
says he has decided to 
caucus with Democrats, 
ending months of specula¬ 
tion about which party he 
would vote with. 

The former Maine gover¬ 
nor was elected last week 
to replace retiring Republi¬ 
can Sen. Olympia Snowe, 
a prominent centrist. Re¬ 
publican and conservative 
groups spent millions of dol¬ 
lars to attack King during 
the campaign for Snowe’s 
seat. 


Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid of Nev., center, accompanied by incoming Senate Democrats, speaks dur¬ 
ing a news conference on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 14, 2012. From left are. Sen.-elect Joe 
Donnelly, D-Ind., Sen.-elect Tim Kaine, D- Va., Sen.-elect, current Rep. Mazie Hirono, D-Hawaii, Reid, Sen.-elect 
Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass.,and Sen. -elect Angus King, l-Maine, who will caucus with the Democrats. 

(AP Photo/Harry Hamburg) 


With King joining their cau¬ 
cus, Democrats will have 
a 55 to 45 edge when the 
new Senate takes office in 
January. The balance for 
fhe Democrafs in the cur¬ 
rent Senate is 53-47. Repub¬ 
licans control the House 
of Representatives, mean¬ 
ing re-elected President 
Barack Obama will have 
to contend with a divided 
legislative branch. 

King said Wednesday that 
caucusing with Democrats 
will still allow him to take 
independent positions on 
issues. 

In the House, former speak¬ 
er Nancy Pelosi said she will 
run to keep her job as Dem¬ 
ocratic leader there after a 


pair of elections that kept 
the party in the minority. 
“My colleagues made it 
very clear: ‘Don’t even 
think of leaving,’ “she said 
af a news conference sur¬ 
rounded by women law¬ 
makers. “ 

I have made a decision 
to submit my name to my 
colleagues to once again 
serve as the House Demo¬ 
cratic leader. “ She is cer¬ 
tain to win. 

Pelosi, 72, who has served in 
Congress for a quarter of a 
century representing a San 
Francisco district became 
the first woman speaker of 
the House but the conser¬ 
vative tea-party fueled po¬ 
litical wave of 2010 forced 
her fo turn over the gavel 
to Rep. John Boehner, an 
Ohio Republican. 

Pelosi made the decision to 
remain at the helm of fhe 
party’s House leadership 
even though Democrats 
failed to win the neces¬ 
sary 25 additional seats to 
become the majority party 
again. Democrats gained 
at most eight seats and 
Republicans will keep their 
majority. 

Her Democratic colleagues 
have said for days that the 
top leadership post was 
hers if she wanted it in the 
next Congress, which con¬ 
venes in January. 

House Republicans have 
elected a woman to a top 
leadership post after the 
party suffered double-digit 
losses among female voters 
in last week’s election. □ 


US Senate fails again to 
move cybersecurity bill 


RICHARD LARDNER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Senate failed again to ad¬ 
vance legislation to protect 
the U.S. electrical grid and 
other critical industries from 
cyberatfack, setting the 
stage for President Barack 
Obama to sign an execu¬ 
tive order to improve the 
country’s digital defenses. 
A motion to limit debate 
and force a vote on the bill 
fell well short on Wednes¬ 
day of the 60 votes needed 
to pass, with only 51 sena¬ 
tors backing the measure. 


Democrats and Republi¬ 
cans disagreed over the 
role the Homeland Security 
Department and other fed¬ 
eral agencies should play 
in protecting essential busi¬ 
nesses from cyberattacks. 
The Senate also failed in 
August to move the bill for¬ 
ward. 

The Obama administration 
has said that if Congress 
does not pass cybersecurity 
legislation, the president will 
act to protect critical infra¬ 
structure companies from 
cyberthreats and electron¬ 
ic espionageO 
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Q&A ON THE NEWS 

Q: What was the reason and what year did we start 
changing the time each spring and fall? 

-- Ruby Cook, Cumming, Ga. 

A: Benjamin Franklin proposed the idea in 1784 to save 
on candle usage by rising earlier to make better use of 
sunlight, but the policy for springing forward one hour and 
later falling back wasn’t adopted by the U.S. until 1918, 
two years after several European countries began to use it 
to save fuel during World War I. It was unpopular and was 
repealed in 1919. Daylight Saving Time (DST) became a 
local option, leading a few states and even cities to keep 
it between the wars. President Franklin Roosevelt instituted 
year-round DST, called "War Time,” from 1942-45. But af¬ 
ter World War II, there was no uniform law, causing confu¬ 
sion with plane, bus and train schedules and radio and 
TV broadcasts. President Richard Nixon signed the Emer¬ 
gency Daylight Saving Time Energy Conservation Act of 
1973. Clocks were set one hour ahead on Jan. 6, 1974. 
Standard Time returned on Oct. 27, 1974, and DST started 
again on Feb. 23, 1975. The current U.S. schedule follows 
the Energy Policy Act of 2005, which extended the pe¬ 
riod by about one month, starting in 2007. DST starts on 
the second Sunday in March and ends on the first Sunday 
in November. A 2008 study by the Department of Energy 
found that energy usage in the U.S. decreases about 0.5% 
a day during DST. 

Q: Can you tell me what happened to the balloon and 
capsule used to lift Felix Baumgartner to his record height 
of 24 miles and subsequent descent? 

- Jim Pursley, Hartwell, Ga. 

A: After Baumgartner landed on Oct. 14, the Red Bull Stra- 
tos mission control team remotely triggered a release that 
separated the capsule from the balloon, sending both 
back to Earth, according to www.redbullstratos.com. The 
capsule’s parachute deployed to a programmed smaller 
circumference that allowed it to fall about 2,000 feet a 
minute before opening to its full width at 20,000 feet, slow¬ 
ing the descent. It landed in the desert, about 55 miles 
east of the launch 

Q: Was there a reason why Oprah Winfrey didn't cam¬ 
paign for President Barack Obama this year? 

-- Hugh Knight Kennesaw, Ga. 

A: Winfrey backed Obama, but she didn’t openly cam¬ 
paign for him as she did in 2008. She told CBS in April that 
she’s "trying to fix” the Oprah Winfrey Network (OWN), 
which was struggling earlier this year. In March, Winfrey 
attended a fund-raiser at Tyler Perry’s Atlanta home that 
cost $35,800 a person. 

Q: I've heard stories about utility crews from the South be¬ 
ing refused work in New York and New Jersey hit by Hur¬ 
ricane Sandy because the crews were not union. Is this 
true? What really happened? 

-Robert Behan, Roswell, Ga. 

A: There were initial reports of non-union utility crews from 
Alabama being turned away by New Jersey, but a spokes¬ 
man with Jersey Central Power & Light denied this, telling 
News 12: "We have not turned away any help. Absolute¬ 
ly not.” Crews from California, Idaho, Kentucky, Florida, 
Michigan and North Carolina were working in New Jer¬ 
sey just days after Hurricane Sandy. Crews from Alabama 
went to New Jersey to offer assistance but were sent to 
Long Island, according to nj.com and al.com, websites 
for newspaper groups in New Jersey and Alabama. One 
crew returned home over confusion about paperwork 
and another crew went to Denton, Md. 

© 2012 Cox Newspapers 
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FBI updates most wanted terrorists list 


EILEEN SULLIVAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — An 

American suspected of op¬ 
erating with terrorists in So¬ 
malia has been added to 
the FBI’s list of most wanted 
terrorists. 

The FBI on Wednesday 
placed Omar Shafik Ham- 
mami, formerly of Alabama, 
on its list. Officials believe 
Hammami is a senior leader 
in the Somalia-based ter¬ 
ror group al-Shabab, which 
has links to al-Qaida. He 
faces charges in Alabama 
of providing material sup¬ 
port to terrorists. The FBI also 
added to the list a Filipino 
man, Raddulan Sahiron, 
who officials say is the head 
of a local terror group and 
was involved in the 1993 
kidnapping of an American 
in the Philippines. 

There are currently 31 peo¬ 
ple on the list. 

The recent additions rep¬ 
resent an administrative 
update and is less a signal 
of any new, urgent need 
to find these men, officials 
said. The list was created 
one month after the terror 
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, 
and nominations to the list 
are made through the FBI's 
counterterrorism division. 
A person must be under 
criminal indictment to be 
placed on the list. 


Hammami has long been 
a concern among U.S. 
counterterrorism officials 
because of his reach with 
English-speaking audiences 
and ability to inspire Ameri¬ 
cans to engage in terror- 


wrote in an online auto¬ 
biography that he had a 
privileged childhood in Ala¬ 
bama before he joined the 
al-Qaida linked militants. 
He said his bad tempera¬ 
ment runs in his family and 


that he showed anger to 
his teachers when he was 
in kindergarten. Earlier this 
year, Hammami said he 
thought his life was in dan¬ 
ger because of disagree¬ 
ments with other militants. 
Hammami’s father said his 


(AP Photo/FBI) 

son’s addition to the FBI’s 
list of most wanted terrorists 
is out of his hands. 

“I cannot say anything or 
do anything to change the 
situation,” Shafik Hammami 
said.Q 


ism. In May, the 28-year-old 
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Omar Shafik Hammami, an Alabama man believed to be operating with 
terrorists in Somalia has been put on the FBI’s list of “most wanted terror¬ 
ists.” The FBI says Omar Shafik Hammami has been a senior leader in the 
terror group al-Shabab. From Somalia, Hammami has taken on the role 
of jihadi lecturer and Islamic scholar. 


Air Force sex scandal prompts changes 


CHRIS TOMLINSON 
Associated Press 

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — The U.S. Air Force 
said Wednesday it is changing how it se¬ 
lects instructors for new recruits after a sex 
in which dozens of women said they were 
improperly approached, sexually harassed 
or raped. 

An investigation found that 23 instructors 
allegedly engaged in inappropriate or co¬ 
ercive sexual relationships with 48 recruits 
at Lackland Air Force base in Texas, where 
all U.S. airmen report for basic training. Five 
people have been convicted in courts 
martial on charges ranging from adultery 
to rape. 

Another person received administrative 
punishment, and additional instructors still 
could face criminal charges. 

Maj. Gen. Margaret Woodward said the 
biggest failure came from bad instructors 
who took advantage of a weak oversight 
system. 

“Sexual attraction, power, and money are 
three of the most corruptive elements of 
fhe human condition, and two of these 
three are present in the basic military 


training environment," Rice wrote in a let¬ 
ter to the secretary of Air Force released 
Wednesday. “If we do not take steps to 
address these corruptive elements persis¬ 
tently and positively, we will find ourselves 
in the same situation at some point down 
the road.” 

Lackland has about 500 instructors for 
about 35,000 airmen who graduate every 
year. While one in five recruits are women, 
most instructors are men. 

In a written response to the investigation, 
the commander in charge of training, Gen. 
Edward Rice Jr., said the Air Force will add 
more and better officers to supervise train¬ 
ing units and require enlisted troops who 
hold instructor jobs to have more senior¬ 
ity. Instructors will be expected to monitor 
each other for signs of abuse, and the Air 
Forces plans to recruit one female instruc¬ 
tor for every three males. 

Protect Our Defenders, an advocacy 
group for military personnel who have 
been sexually assaulted, welcomed the 
report, but called for congressional ac¬ 
tion in addition to the reforms announced 
WednesdayO 
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Suspect indicted in ‘79 death of Etan Patz 


JENNIFER PELTZ 

TOM HAYS 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — A man 

authorities say confessed 
to the infamous 1979 disap¬ 
pearance of a 6-year-old 
boy from his New York City 
neighborhood has been 
formally charged with mur¬ 
der and kidnapping, a ma¬ 
jor milestone in a case that 
has stymied investigators 
and Etan Patz's devoted 
family for decades. 

The indictment against Pe¬ 
dro Hernandez, 51, was 
made public Wednesday 
and sets up a potential 
showdown at trial over 
whether prosecutors can 
convince a jury that his 
claim that he strangled 
the boy — a secret kept 
for more than 30 years — is 
credible. 

The suspect's attorney has 
argued that Hernandez is 
mentally ill and prone to 
hallucinations, and his con¬ 
fession can't be trusted. 


“Nothing that occurs in the 
course of this trial will answer 
what actually happened to 
Etan Patz,” defense attor¬ 
ney Harvey Feinstein said 



Murder suspect Pedro Hernandez 
is shown. Attorney Harvey Fish- 
bein says Hernandez, 51, is being 
charged in the disappearance of 
Etan Patz. 

(AP Photo) 

in a statement. “The indict¬ 
ment is based solely on 
statements allegedly made 
by my client, who has, in 


the past, been repeatedly 
diagnosed as suffering from 
schizophrenia." 

Prosecutors countered that 
an exhaustive post-arrest 
investigation found enough 
evidence to seek an indict¬ 
ment and proceed to trial. 
“We believe the evidence 
that Mr. Hernandez killed 
Etan Patz to be credible 
and persuasive, and that 
his statements are not the 
product of any mental ill¬ 
ness," said Erin M. Duggan, 
spokeswoman for District 
Attorney Cyrus Vance Jr. 
Hernandez was due to ap¬ 
pear Thursday in state court 
in Manhattan to face sec¬ 
ond-degree murder and 
first-degree kidnapping 
charges. 

Eton’s disappearance 
led to an intensive search 
and spawned a move¬ 
ment to publicize cases of 
missing children. His photo 
was among the first put on 
milk cartons, and his case 
turned May 25 into National 


Missing Children’s Day. 

The boy’s body has never 
been found. Eton’s parents, 
Stan and Julie Patz, have 
been reluctant to move or 
even change their phone 
number in case their son 
tried to reach out. 

Etan was declared legally 
dead by his father more 
than a decade ago so he 
could sue convicted child 
molester Jose Ramos in the 
boy’s death. Ramos was 
found responsible, but it's 
unclear how that finding 
could now factor into the 
prosecution of Hernandez. 
There was no immediate 
response to a message left 
Wednesday with an attor¬ 
ney for the Patzes. 
Investigators began focus¬ 
ing on Hernandez this year 
after a tipster called po¬ 
lice about comments by 
Hernandez’s sister that she 
heard secondhand he told 
a church prayer group in 
the 1980s that he killed a 
child in New York City.Q 


OBAMA PRESS 
CONFERENCE 

Continued from Front Page 

He described two choices 
on taxes for the lame-duck 
Congress: either to allow 
taxes to rise across the 
board at all income levels, 
or to pass a bill extending 
tax cuts for all but those in 
the highest tax brackets. 

He said that extending tax 
cuts at lower income levels 
would provide a stimulus 
and help avert a reces¬ 
sion that some economists 
have warned would ac¬ 
company the steep spend¬ 
ing cuts and tax increases 
that have come to be 
called the “fiscal cliff." 

“Half of the danger to our 
economy is removed by 
that single step," he said. 
“We cannot afford to ex¬ 
tend the Bush tax cuts for 
the wealthy.” 

Obama and the four top 
congressional leaders are 
set to meet Friday in the first 
round of what are likely to 
be grueling negotiations 
aimed at averting the year- 
end fiscal pileup of expiring 
tax breaks and across-the- 
board spending cuts. 
Speaker John A. Boehner 
has been careful in his pub¬ 
lic comments so far to say 
that Republicans are will¬ 
ing to consider additional 
federal revenue raised 
through changes in the 
tax code and closing loop¬ 
holes. The president has not 
so far insisted that tax rates 
will have to be raised, but 
analysts and congressional 
Democrats say the revenue 
needed to make a dent in 
the deficit can’t be gener¬ 
ated solely through closing 
loopholes. 

In a sign of the rapidly 
emerging clout of the Lati¬ 
no community, the third re¬ 
porter the president called 
on was from the Spanish- 
language network Tele- 
mundo, and she, as he ex¬ 
pected, asked him about 
immigration. Q 


Texas secession petition takes off online 


Chuck Lindell 
© 2012 Cox Newspapers 

AUSTIN, Texas -- A petition calling 
for Texas to secede from the United 
States, created on a White House 
website designed to foster citizen in¬ 
volvement, became a minor Internet 
sensation this week as it grew by thou¬ 
sands, then tens of thousands, of sig¬ 
natures before spawning a counter¬ 
protest movement on the site. 
Secession, the Texas petition said, 
would protect "the original ideas and 
beliefs of our founding fathers which 
are no longer being reflected by the 
federal government” and defend 
Texans from "blatant abuses to their 
rights” from the Transportation Securi¬ 
ty Administration and other agencies. 
Petitions that receive 25,000 signa¬ 
tures within a month are forwarded to 
administration policy experts for an of¬ 
ficial response. The Texas petition, cre¬ 
ated Friday on the White House's "We 
the People” site by an Arlington user 
identified only as "Micah H,” passed 


that threshold Monday and kept go¬ 
ing, surging past 100,000 Wednesday. 
Gov. Rick Perry, who in 2009 indicated 
that Washington risks stoking talk of 
secession if federal officials continue 
"to thumb their nose at the American 
people,” said Tuesday that nothing 
should be done to break up the union. 
"But,” Perry spokeswoman Cath¬ 
erine Frazier added, "he also shares 
the frustrations many Americans have 
with our federal government. Now 
more than ever, our country needs 
strong leadership from states, like Tex¬ 
as, that are making tough decisions 
to live within their means (and) keep 
taxes low.” 

The petition also was popular with out- 
of-staters who seemingly embraced 
the idea of a Texas-free nation. Of the 
almost 400 names added to the peti¬ 
tion from noon until 12:10 p.m., forex- 
ample, almost 1 in 4 listed a non-Texas 
hometown. 

Similar petitions were active for about 
40 other states. 


Also gaining popularity was a peti¬ 
tion asking the government to deport 
"everyone that signed a petition to 
withdraw their state from the United 
States.” 

Then came the inevitable -- a petition 
requesting that Austin be allowed to 
withdraw from Texas, and remain part 
of the United States, because the city 
suffers from a "lack of civil, religious 
and political freedoms imposed ... by 
less liberally minded Texans.” 

The White House website allows Inter¬ 
net users to create a petition, but it is 
initially up to the creator to publicize 
it. Once 150 signatures are added, a 
petition gets listed on We the People, 
providing wider access to the public. 
Secession, by the way, isn’t a viable 
option for states - that matter was re¬ 
solved by the Civil War. 

Even so, a White House official said 
the secession petitions will receive an 
official administration response in the 
future, although there is no set dead¬ 
line. □ 
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House GOP picks woman for a top leadership post 



Speaker of the House John Boehner, R-Ohio, center, speaks to report¬ 
ers after the House Republicans voted for their leadership for the next 
session of Congress, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 
14, 2012. House Republicans elevated Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers, 
R-Wash., left, to lead the Republican Conference, with House Majority 
Whip Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., right, returning in his role. House Major¬ 
ity Leader Eric Cantor, R-Va., and Boehner were both reelected to their 
leadership posts. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


By ANDREW MIGA 
LAURIE KELLMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sting¬ 
ing from double-digit elec¬ 
tion losses among female 
voters, House Republi¬ 
cans elected a woman to 
their top leadership team 
Wednesday in a tense test 
of gender politics and the 
clout of the GOP’s power 
brokers. The election of Rep. 
Cathy McMorris Rodgers 
of Washington State to the 
No. 4 leadership position 
among House Republicans 
dispatches conservative fa¬ 
vorite Tom Price of Georgia, 
who had been endorsed 
by Mitt Romney's running 
mate. Rep. Paul Ryan of 
Wisconsin. House Speaker 
John Boehner didn't take 
sides, but McMorris Rodgers 


was considered the lead¬ 
ership favorite. 


Newly elected Rep. Su¬ 
san Brooks of Indiana said 


it was important to have 
a woman in a top role.“It 
does show our party values 
strong female leadership," 
Brooks said of McMorris Rod¬ 
gers’ election. She said she 
expects the party now to 
“try and do a better job of 
getting our message out to 
a broader audience."The 
race for such an obscure 
post carried big symbol¬ 
ism after women voted for 
Democrats by an 11-point 
margin in the presidential 
and generic congressional 
races, according to an exit 
poll by The Associated Press 
and television networks. Re¬ 
publicans widely decried 
their party’s domination by 
white males, and Demo¬ 
crats declared themselves 
the party of diversity. 

In the Senate, the GOP 


was once thought to be 
poised to gain control of 
the chamber but instead 
lost two seats to Demo¬ 
crats. In the House, Repub¬ 
licans retained the majority 
but lost as many as eight 
seats, with some races still 
uncalled. And Obama de¬ 
feated Romney 332-206 
in the Electoral College. 
The lessons of the elec¬ 
tion weighed heavily on 
the lawmakers returning 
this week to Capitol Hill for 
a lame-duck, end-of-year 
session. McMorris Rodg¬ 
ers’ supporters had touted 
her conservatism and her 
work as Romney’s House 
liaison. Ryan touted Price 
as a proven leader and 
advocate of conservative 
policies on budget, tax and 
health care issuesO 


False info in NY lottery led to arrest in $5M scam 


SYRACUSE, New York (AP) 

— The New York State Lot¬ 
tery put out false informa¬ 
tion to snare two brothers 
of Palestinian descent ac¬ 
cused of scamming a cus¬ 
tomer out of a winning $5 
million scratch-off ticket. 
Lottery spokeswoman Car¬ 
olyn Hapeman put out the 
bogus story last month, say¬ 
ing that 34-year-old Andy 
Ashkar legitimately bought 
the ticket in 2006 but waited 
several years before trying 
to claim the prize in March. 
Ashkar planned to share 
the money with his brother, 
36-year-old Nayel Ashkar, 
according to the Lottery. 
District Attorney William Fitz¬ 
patrick said Lottery officials 
used the media to get the 
real winner to come for¬ 
ward after suspecting that 
the Ashkars were not the le¬ 
gitimate winners partly be¬ 
cause they asked for a less¬ 
er amount if they skipped a 
news conference. 

The brothers pleaded not 
guilty Wednesday to charg¬ 


es of attempted grand lar¬ 
ceny, conspiracy and pos¬ 
session of stolen property. 
Officials allege they duped 
the real winner, a 49-year- 
old married father of two, 
when he tried to cash in 
the ticket. 


The Ashkars' lawyer. Bob 
Durr, said his clients main¬ 
tain they bought the ticket 
legitimately and had good 
reason for nof immediafely 
cashing fhe winning ticket. 
Christy Calicchia, the lot¬ 
tery’s director of commu¬ 


nications, and General 
Counsel William Murray 
declined to be interviewed 
about the lottery’s bogus 
story.Brenda Wrigley, an 
associate professor of pub¬ 


lic relations at the S.l. Ne- 
whouse School of Public 
Communications at Syra¬ 
cuse University, said the 
fake press release is a trou¬ 
bling development.^ 
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Israel’s assassination of Hamas chief unravels calm 


1 million people in the re- tinue to do everything to who said a ground opera- 
gion, canceling school protect our citizens,” Ne- tion was likely in the com- 
and forcing residents to re- tanyahu declared. ing days spoke on condi- 


- 4 * 


4 ^. 

'lb L. 



Columns of smoke rise following an Israeli air strike in Gaza City, Wednesday, Nov. 14,2012. Israeli airstrikes 
hit a series of targets across Gaza City, shortly after the assassination of the top Hamas commander. Hamas 
security officials say two Hamas training facilities were among the targets in the Wednesday afternoon 
bombings. 

(AP Photo/Adel Hana) 


Continued from Front Page 


Earlier this week, Israel fired 
back at Syria — for the first 
time in nearly 40 years — af¬ 
ter stray mortar fire landed in 
the Israeli-controlled Golan 
Heights. 

With at least 10 Palestinians 
dead, including two young 
children, Wednesday's of¬ 
fensive was certain to set off 
a new round of heavy fight¬ 
ing with Gaza militants, who 
have built up a formidable 
arsenal of rockets and mis¬ 
siles. 

It also threatened to upset Is¬ 
rael’s relations with neighbor¬ 
ing Egypt and shake up the 
campaign for Israeli elections 
in January. In a preliminary 
response, Egypt recalled its 
ambassador to Israel in pro¬ 
test. 

In a nationwide address. 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu said Israel could no 
longer stand repeated at¬ 
tacks on its southern towns. 
Days of rocket fire have 
heavily disrupted life for some 


JAMAL HALABY 
Associated Press 

AMMAN, Jordan (AP) — 
Gunmen attacked two 
police stations in Jordan 
Wednesday as demon¬ 
strators threw rocks and 
denounced their king over 
price hikes in a rare spike of 
violence. 

One attacker was killed in 
the assaults, the first fatal¬ 
ity in demonstrations in the 
kingdom this year. Thirteen 
police officers were among 


main indoors. 

“If there is a need, the mili¬ 
tary is prepared to expand 
the operation. We will con- 


17 seriously wounded in the 
attack in Jordan's north, 
police said. A police cor¬ 
poral was critically wound¬ 
ed in the second. 

Two days of angry protests 
have threatened to plunge 
the U.S.-allied kingdom into 
a wave of unrest. 

So far. King Abdullah II has 
steered his nation clear of 
the Arab Spring that has 
swept across the region, 
toppling the rulers of Tuni¬ 
sia, Egypt, Libya and Ye- 


The Israeli military said it 
was ready, if necessary, 
to send ground troops into 
Gaza. The defense officials 


men along the way. But 
Jordan’s massive budget 
deficit and other econom¬ 
ic woes could increasingly 
push the population into 
the opposition camp. 

The motive of the bloody 
attack on the police sta¬ 
tion in the town of Wasati- 
yeh, on the western edge 
of the city of Irbid near the 
Syrian border, was not im¬ 
mediately clear, and au¬ 
thorities were investigating, 
a police official said on 


tion of anonymity because 
they were discussing sensi¬ 
tive military plans. 

“We are at the begin¬ 


condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause he was not allowed 
to make press statements. 
A Wasatiyeh resident iden¬ 
tified the dead gunman 
as Qais Omari, 22, an ac¬ 
tivist with Jordanian youth 
movements taking part in 
the protests. The resident in¬ 
sisted on anonymity for fear 
of police retribution. 
Gunmen staged another 
armed attack on a police 
station in the capital, Am¬ 
man. □ 


ning of the event, and not 
the end,” Defense Minister 
Ehud Barak said, in a joint 
appearance with the prime 
minister. “In the long run I be¬ 
lieve the operation will help 
strengthen the power of de¬ 
terrence and to return quiet 
to the south.” In a sign that 
the operation was expected 
to broaden, the military was 
cleared to call up reserve 
units. 

Residents in both Israel and 
Gaza braced for prolonged 
violence. Gazans rushed to 
stock up on food and fuel. 
After nightfall, streets were 
empty as the sounds of Israe¬ 
li warplanes and explosions 
of airstrikes could be heard 
in the distance. 

Israel declared a state of 
emergency in its south and 
canceled school across the 
area for Thursday. Calling it 
a “special situation,” Barak 
sought permission to call 
up special reserve units for 
the operations. Israeli police 
stepped up patrols around 
the country, fearing that 
Hamas could retaliate with 
bombing attacks far from 
the reaches of Gaza. 

Hamas has in the past staged 
dozens of suicide bombings 
against Israelis and while its 
capabilities to do so today 
have been curtailed by Is¬ 
raeli and Palestinian crack¬ 
downs, it still has a network in 
the West Bank. 

More than 65 rockets land¬ 
ed in southern Israel late 
Wednesday. One projectile 
struck a shopping mall in the 
southern city of Beersheba, 
causing heavy damage but 
no casualties, police said. 
The Israeli military said 25 
rockets were intercepted 
by the “Iron Dome” rocket- 
defense system. □ 


Jordan: 

1 gunman killed in police station attacks 
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Synchronized anti-austerity strikes crippling Europe 


RAPHAEL MINDER 

© 2012 New York Times 
MADRID - Workers across 
Europe mounted coordi¬ 
nated protests Wednesday 
against government auster¬ 
ity policies in a time of eco¬ 
nomic malaise. 


strations, which affected 
scores of cities, reflected 
widespread unhappiness 
with high unemployment, 
slowing growth and wors¬ 
ening economic pros¬ 
pects in Europe, and the 
resistance that European 


ers in Spain; civil servants 
in Italy; and transit workers 
in Portugal. Union leaders 
called the coordinated ac¬ 
tions historic. 

Government officials gen¬ 
erally played down the dis¬ 
ruptions caused by the ac¬ 



Protesting civil servants carrying a banner showing an image of an emaciated body shout slogans during a 
rally outside the Public Sector Reform ministry in Athens. Workers across Europe mounted coordinated protests 
Wednesday against government austerity policies in a time of economic malaise. 

(AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis) 


In Spain and Portugal, work¬ 
ers staged general strikes. 
Unions in Greece, Italy, 
France and Belgium joined 
in protests and work stop¬ 
pages to show solidarity with 
striking workers elsewhere. 
The breadth of the demon¬ 


governments confront as 
they push plans for more 
belt tightening. Occasion¬ 
al clashes with police were 
reported in some cities. 
Among those striking 
Wednesday were railroad 
workers in Belgium; airline, 
autoworkers and teach- 


tions and said their coun¬ 
tries had no alternative 
but to cut spending and 
reduce their deficits. The 
Spanish economy minister, 
Luis de Guindos, said his 
government “is convinced 
that the path we have tak¬ 
en is the only possible way 


Wave of bombings kills 17 in Iraq 


SINAN SALAHEDDIN 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Insurgents 
unleashed a new wave of 
bombings across Iraq early 
Wednesday targeting se¬ 
curity forces and civilians, 
and killing 17 people and 
wounding dozens more in 
the latest challenge to gov¬ 
ernment efforts to promote 
a sense of stability, police 
and health officials said. 

The deadliest explosions 
took place in the disputed 
northern city of Kirkuk. In the 
first attack, a parked car 
bomb exploded near the 
offices of a Kurdish political 
party, then another bomb 
went off as police and res¬ 
cuers gathered, a police 
officer said. Such double 


bombings are a com¬ 
mon insurgent tactic. Five 
members of a security unit 
from the nearby Kurdistan 
self-rule region were killed 
and four were wounded, 
officials said.About an 
hour later, another parked 
car bomb hit an Iraqi army 
patrol in the Sunni-domi¬ 
nated town of Flawija to 
the west of Kirkuk, killing 
five soldiers and wounding 
four.Kirkuk, about 290 ki¬ 
lometers (175 miles) north 
of Baghdad, is home to 
a mix of Arabs, Kurds and 
Turkomen, all competing 
for control of the city. 

In Baghdad, a parked 
car bomb shook the city 
center during the morn¬ 
ing rush hour, killing one 


civilian and wounding 10, 
police said. The blast went 
off near the Palestine and 
Ishtar Sheraton hotels, two 
downtown landmarks, 
rattling buildings several 
blocks away and sending a 
thick plume of black smoke 
billowing into the air. A se¬ 
ries of coordinated attacks 
near the two hotels and 
others in Baghdad killed at 
least 37 people in January 
2010. To the south of Bagh¬ 
dad, another parked car 
bomb went off in a market 
for villagers near the city of 
Flillah, killing six people and 
wounding 42, two police 
officers said. Two women 
were among the dead. Flill¬ 
ah is 95 kilometers (60 miles) 
south of Baghdad.Q 


outJ'Even so, Spain's heavy 
industry and large parts of 
its transportation network 
were stalled by the general 
strike, the second since the 
conservative prime minis¬ 
ter, Mariano Rajoy, gained 
power last December. With 
unemployment in Spain at 
25 percent, Rajoy has pre¬ 
sented a tough austerity 
budget for next year. 

The Spanish police reported 
that 82 people had been 
arrested by late afternoon, 
and 34 were wounded, in¬ 
cluding 18 police officers, 
mainly during violence 


on picket lines across the 
country, but also following 
clashes in central Madrid. 
About 700 flights to and 
from Spain were canceled 
Wednesday, adding fo 
growing uncertainty about 
the future of Iberia, the 
Spanish national airline. Its 
management announced 
this month that Iberia need¬ 
ed to lay off one-quarter of 
its workers to survive.The 
strike also severely disrupt¬ 
ed automobile production 
at Spanish factories owned 
by Nissan, Volkswagen and 
other carmakers. □ 
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Phone (297) 586 8600 • www.tangoaruba.com 


Located at Arawak Garden, 
Palm Beach - walking distance 
from all High Rise Hotels 




Member of 
ARUBA 

WINE 
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Our Kitchen is open from 
10AM-10PM 

We are CLOSED on SONDAYS 


Once you visit downtown don’t forget 
to stop by Mojito’s Cantina & Grill. 

Come and enjoy the nice panoramic view of the cruise ships 

We serve Authentic Cuban and 
Latin American Cuisine 

Live Bands on Wednesdays - Fridays and Saturdays 
and Daily HAPPY HOUR: 2 X 1 starting from 5:00PM - 7:00PM 


Critics fear crackdown as Russia expands treason law 



VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Adding to 
fears that the Kremlin aims 
to stifle dissent, Russians 
now live under a new law 
expanding the definition of 
treason so broadly that crit¬ 
ics say it could be used to 
call anyone who bucks the 
government a traitor. 

The law took effect 
Wednesday, just two days 
after President Vladimir Pu¬ 
tin told his human rights ad¬ 
visory council that he was 
ready to review it. 

His spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told Russian news 
agencies Wednesday that 
Putin would be willing to 
review the treason law if 
its implementation reveals 
“some problems or aspects 
restricting rights and free¬ 


doms.” 

But what Putin might con¬ 
sider a problem is unclear. 
His opponents say a series 
of measures enacted since 
Putin returned to the Krem¬ 
lin in May for a third term 
show he is determined to in¬ 
timidate and suppress dissi¬ 
dents. One recent measure 
imposes a huge increase 
in potential fines for par¬ 
ticipants in unauthorized 
demonstrations. Another 
requires non-governmental 
organizations to register 
as foreign agents if they 
both receive money from 
abroad and engage in po¬ 
litical activity. And another 
gives sweeping power to 
authorities to ban websites 
under a procedure critics 
denounce as opaque. 

After fraud-tainted parlia- 
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Russian President Vladimir Putin heads a meeting in Moscow, Monday, 
Nov. 12, 2012. Putin has signaled his readiness to review new bills seen 
by critics as part of the Kremlin’s crackdown on dissent. 

(AP Photo/Alexei Nikolsky) 


mentary elections last De¬ 
cember, an unprecedent¬ 
ed wave of protest arose, 
with some demonstrations 
attracting as many as 
100,000 people. Putin still 
won the March presidential 
election handily, but the 
protests boldly challenged 
his image as the strongman 
Russia needs to achieve 
stability and prosperity. 
Under the new law, any¬ 
one who without authoriza¬ 
tion possesses information 
deemed a state secret — 
whether a politician, a jour¬ 
nalist, an environmentalist 
or a union leader — could 
potentially be jailed for up 
to 20 years for espionage. 
While the previous law de¬ 
scribed high treason as 
espionage or other assis¬ 
tance to a foreign state 
that damages Russia’s ex¬ 
ternal security, the new leg¬ 
islation expands the defini¬ 
tion by dropping the word 
“external."□ 


SKorea seizes missile cargo for Syria 


EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — South Korea has 
reported the seizure of cargo from a Chi¬ 
nese freighter that can be used to produce 
ballistic missiles and was reportedly made 
in North Korea and destined for Syria, U.N. 
diplomats said Wednesday. 

The diplomats said seizure of the 445 graph¬ 
ite cylinders from the Shanghai-registered 
Xin Yan Tai in May at the South Korean port 
of Busan was reported to the U.N. Security 
Council committee monitoring sanctions 
against North Korea because it could be a 
violation of sanctions against the reclusive, 
nuclear-armed Asian nation. 

The council imposed sanctions against 
North Korea after its first nuclear test in 2006 
and stepped up the punitive measures 
after its second test in 2009 to try to derail 
the country’s rogue nuclear weapons and 
ballistic missile programs. Under the sanc¬ 
tions, the North is barred from importing or 
exporting nuclear and missile material and 
technology. 

In an interim report circulated recently to 
the sanctions committee, the panel of ex¬ 


perts assisting the committee said South 
Korea reported its “inspection and seizure 
of ballistic missile-related items” on June 
29, one diplomat said. 

The panel followed up by making an in¬ 
spection visit to South Korea between July 
29 and Aug. 2 and consulting with South 
Korean authorities on Oct. 5, the diplomat 
said. 

“China briefed the committee on this mat¬ 
ter on Oct. 24,” the diplomat quoted the 
interim report as saying. “To continue its in¬ 
vestigation, it is essential for the panel to 
have additional information about those 
involved in the shipment.” 

According to the diplomats, the shipment 
was arranged by a North Korean trading 
company and was destined for a Syrian 
company called Electric Parts. 

While there are U.S. and European Union 
sanctions against Syria, Russia and China 
have vetoed three Security Council reso¬ 
lutions aimed at pressuring Syrian Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Assad to halt the escalating 
20-month conflict, including by threaten¬ 
ing sanctions. Russia and Iran are Syria’s 
main arms suppliers.Q 
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Thai® 

RESTAURANT 

Palm Beach 186, next to Wendy’s 

Phone 586-8071 *info@sawasdee-aruba.com 


Everything made fresh to order! 


Curries 

Vegetarian 


Delicious Rice Table for two 


Open Monday ■ Saturday from 5pm ■ 10;30pm « Sunday CLOSED! 



A general view of Galway University Hospital, Ireland Wednesday Nov. 
14, 2012 where Savita Halappanavar, a dentist aged 31, who was 17 
weeks pregnant, died after suffering a miscarriage and septicaemia. 
(AP Photo/PA) 

III abortion-seeker’s 
death shakes Ireland 


Zimbabwe: 

Diamond conference ends with questions 


SHAWN POGATCHNIK 
Associated Press 
DUBLIN (AP) — The debate 
over legalizing abortion in 
Ireland flared Wednesday 
after the government con¬ 
firmed that a woman in 
the midst of a miscarriage 
was refused an abortion 
and died in an Irish hospital 
after suffering from blood 
poisoning. 

Prime Minister Enda Ken¬ 
ny said he was awaiting 
findings from three inves¬ 
tigations into the death of 
Savita Halappanavar, a 
31-year-old Indian woman 
who was 17 weeks preg¬ 
nant. Her case highlighted 
the legal limbo in which 
pregnant women facing 
severe health problems 
can find themselves in pre¬ 
dominantly Catholic Ire¬ 
land. 

Ireland’s constitution of¬ 
ficially bans abortion, but 
a 1992 Supreme Court rul¬ 
ing found the procedure 
should be legalized for situ¬ 
ations when the woman’s 
life is at risk from continuing 
the pregnancy. Five gov¬ 
ernments since have re¬ 
fused to pass a law resolv¬ 
ing the confusion, leaving 
Irish hospitals reluctant to 
terminate pregnancies ex¬ 
cept in the most obviously 


life-threatening circum¬ 
stances. 

The vast bulk of Irish wom¬ 
en wanting abortions, an 
estimated 4,000 per year, 
simply travel next door to 
England, where abortion 
has been legal on demand 
since 1967. But that option 
is difficult, if not impossible, 
for women in failing health. 
Halappanavar's husband, 
Praveen, said doctors at 
University Hospital Galway 
in western Ireland deter¬ 
mined she was miscarrying 
within hours of her hospital¬ 
ization for severe pain on 
Sunday, Oct. 21. He said 
over the next three days, 
doctors refused their re¬ 
quests for an abortion to 
combat her surging pain 
and fading health. 

The hospital declined to say 
whether doctors believed 
Halappanavar's blood poi¬ 
soning could have been 
reversed had she received 
an abortion rather than 
waiting for the fetus to die 
on its own. In a statement, 
it described its own inves¬ 
tigation into the death, 
and a parallel probe by 
the government’s Health 
Service Executive, as “stan¬ 
dard practice” whenever 
a pregnant woman dies in 
a hospital.Q 


GILLIAN GOTORA 
Associated Press 
VICTORIA FALLS, Zimbabwe 
(AP) — The Zimbabwe Dia¬ 
mond Conference, which 
wound up Wednesday, 
was sponsored by President 
Robert Mugabe’s govern¬ 
ment to highlight its emer¬ 
gence as a major player in 
the world diamond trade. 
The conference was held 
to “shed light” on Zimba¬ 
bwe’s diamond mining 
and to allay widely-held 
concerns of corruption and 
looting of the gems, said or¬ 
ganizers. 

But the conference raised 
more questions than an¬ 
swers. 

Delegates spoke of the 
amazing potential Zimba¬ 
bwe has as a diamond 
producer. Zimbabwe al¬ 
legedly has the capacity 
to produce between 110 
million to 160 million car¬ 
ats of diamonds annually, 
making it one of the top 
five diamond producers by 
volume in the world. 

But where the diamond 
money is going is not clear. 
The Mugabe government 

Japan: 


ELAINE KURTENBACH 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — Prime Min¬ 
ister Yoshihiko Noda said 
Wednesday that he is pre¬ 
pared to dissolve the par¬ 
liament by Friday, bringing 
an election within weeks, 
if Japan’s main opposifion 
party agrees to key reforms. 
Noda’s pledge, made dur¬ 
ing a heated parliamen¬ 
tary exchange with Liberal 
Democratic Party chief 
Shinzo Abe, drew protests 
from some lawmakers with¬ 
in his own party who are 
not keen to face a vote at 
a time when the economy 


seemed unconcerned 
about providing clarity 
on how much is mined or 
earned at the country’s 
eastern Marange diamond 
fields. Mines Minister Obert 
Mpofu dismissed calls for 
transparency. 


“How then are you expect¬ 
ed to be transparent when 
there are hyenas chasing 
you?” said Mpofu to con¬ 
ference delegates, refer¬ 
ring to diamond watchdog 
groups. “They want to know 
what car you drive, which 
house you are living in and 


is ailing and public approv¬ 
al ratings for Noda's Cabi¬ 
net have fallen below 20 
percent. 

If parliament is dissolved 
on Friday, elections would 
likely be held on Dec. 9 or 
16, public broadcaster NHK 
said. Under the Japanese 
constitution, general elec¬ 
tions must be held within 40 
days from the day parlia¬ 
ment is dissolved. 

The pledge to call elections 
highlights the gridlock that 
has paralyzed Japanese 
politics for years, hindering 
progress on reforms need¬ 
ed to help revitalize an 


what plane you are flying.” 
Mpofu was named as hav¬ 
ing amassed “unexplained 
wealth” from illegal dia¬ 
mond deals, in a report 
released at the start of the 
conference by a Cana¬ 
dian group campaigning 


against conflict diamonds. 
Partnership Africa Canada. 
The report described Mpo¬ 
fu as “the chief guardian of 
Marange” because of his 
role in awarding “opaque” 
concessions beyond the 
scrutiny of government 
ministers and the public.Q 


economy on the brink of 
recession and revamp gov¬ 
ernment finances to cope 
with a fast-aging popula¬ 
tion. 

An election would also 
pose a distraction at a time 
of acute antagonisms with 
China over a territorial dis¬ 
pute that have hurt Japa¬ 
nese exports to one of its 
biggest markets. 

In recent days, Noda has 
said he would push for Ja¬ 
pan fo enter negotiations 
on various free-trade ar¬ 
rangements that many in 
Japan see as vital for reviv¬ 
ing its stagnant economy.□ 


PM may dissolve parliament by Friday 
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Venezuela turns over wanted 
drug lord Barrera to Colombia 


JORGE RUEDA 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuelan authori¬ 
ties deported a prominent 
drug trafficking suspect to 
Colombia on Wednesday, 
nearly two months after his 
capture in an operation 
aided by Colombian and 
U.S. authorities. 

Colombian officials con¬ 
sider Daniel Barrera one of 
the country’s most-want¬ 
ed drug lords. Barrera was 
handcuffed as he was led 
to a waiting plane at Ca¬ 
racas’ international airport 
along with two other drug 
suspects, including a U.S. 
citizen. 

Venezuelan Justice Minister 
Nestor Reverol said Barrera 
had a false passport when 
he was captured in Sep¬ 
tember in the southwest¬ 
ern Venezuelan city of San 
Cristobal. 

Barrera is known as “El 
Loco,” or “The Madman,” 
and Colombian President 
Juan Manuel Santos has 
called him “the last of the 
great capos." 

The 50-year-old Barrera 
was arrested after Colom¬ 
bian officials, who had 
been working with U.S. and 
British authorities, notified 
Venezuela that Barrera 
was making a call from one 
of dozens of public phones 
that were being monitored, 
officials said. 

Colombia police say Bar¬ 
rera had been in Venezu¬ 
ela since 2008 and owned 
ranches worth millions of 
dollars. Colombian police 
had offered a reward of 
about $2.5 million for infor¬ 
mation leading to his arrest. 
The authorities have said 
Barrera operated in a 
swath of eastern Colom¬ 


bia including areas along 
the border in Venezuela, 
and had a drug smuggling 
alliance with rebels of the 
Revolutionary Armed Forc¬ 
es of Colombia, known as 
the FARC. According to 
a 2010 grand jury indict¬ 
ment in U.S. District Court 
in New York, Barrera was 
both manufacturing and 
trafficking drugs on a large 
scale, buying raw cocaine 
paste from FARC rebels 
and converting it into co¬ 
caine at his labs in east¬ 
ern Colombia. The indict¬ 


ment said that amounted 
to as much as 400 tons 
per year, and that Barrera 
then arranged shipment of 
the drugs through Colom¬ 
bia and Venezuela to the 
United States, Europe and 
Africa.The other two drug 
trafficking suspects handed 
over to Colombian authori¬ 
ties on Wednesday includ¬ 
ed Jorge Cifuentes Villa 
and Eduardo Acosta Mejia. 
Reverol said the 30-year- 
old Acosta is a naturalized 
U.S. citizen who was born in 
the Dominican RepublicO 



Daniel Barrera Barrera, one of Colombia’s most wanted drug lords, is es¬ 
corted by National Guard officers as he is deported to Colombia from 
Maiquetia, near Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Nov. 14, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 


Russia urges new nuclear talks with Iran 


TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — A se¬ 
nior Russian diplomat is urg¬ 
ing convening of new talks 
over Iran’s nuclear pro¬ 
gram to break a months- 
long standoff. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Sergei Ryabkov says recog¬ 
nition of Iran's right to en¬ 
rich uranium can be part of 
the talks between Iran and 


six world powers. The West 
opposes that. 

Ryabkov made the re¬ 
marks in a meeting with 
Iran's top nuclear negotia¬ 
tor, Saeed Jalili, in Tehran 
Wednesday, according 
to the official IRNA news 
agency. 

There are no immediate 
plans to resume nuclear 


talks between Iran and the 
six-nation group, made up 
of the five permanent U.N. 
Security Council members 
and Germany. The last 
round ended in stalemate 
in June in Moscow. 

The U.S. and its allies ac¬ 
cuse Iran of seeking to de¬ 
velop a nuclear weapon, a 
charge Tehran denies.Q 


AROUND THE WORLD 
Uganda Ebola outbreak kills 2 

KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) — Ugandan officials say a new 
outbreak of Ebola hemorrhagic fever has killed at least 
two Ugandans in a district near the capital. Health Minister 
Christine Ondoa told The Associated Press late Wednes¬ 
day that investigators had found conclusive evidence 
of Ebola in Luweero, about 62 kilometers (38 miles) from 
Kampala, the capital. Last month Uganda declared itself 
Ebola-free after an earlier outbreak of the disease killed at 
least 16 people in a remote district of western Uganda. It 
was not clear if the new outbreak and the previous one 
are related. In 2000 an Ebola outbreak in Uganda infected 
425 people, killing more than half. Ebola is highly infectious 
and kills quickly. It was first reported in 1976 in Congo and 
is named for the river where it was recognized. 


6.1-magnitude quake hits Chile 

SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — A strong 6.1-magnitude earth¬ 
quake struck off Chile’s central-north area on Wednesday, 
but authorities said no injuries or damage were reported 
and discounted the possibility of a tsunami. The U.S. Geo¬ 
logical Survey said the quake’s epicenter was 55 miles (88 
kilometers) north of Coquimbo, Chile, and had a depth of 
37 miles (61 kilometers). It struck Wednesday shortly after 4 
p.m. local time. The quake was mildly felt in the capital of 
Santiago, where it shook buildings and in several regions 
from the Atacama desert in the north to the port of Val¬ 
paraiso. Chile’s emergency services office said no dam¬ 
ages to infrastructure were immediately reported and the 
country’s oceanographic service dismissed the possibility 
of a tsunami. 


France pushes with ‘Nutella tax’ 

PARIS (AP) — First the French government went after the 
rich. Now it has it in for Nutella. 

Despite an outcry in support of the beloved chocolate 
and hazelnut spread, the Senate passed a measure 
Wednesday that would triple the tax on palm and some 
other vegetable oils in the hope of cutting down on obe¬ 
sity. The “Nutella tax” would affect any foods made with 
those oils and bring in about €40 million ($51 million). The 
measure is part of a bigger bill on financing the national 
health care system and aims to push manufacturers to 
use healthier alternatives. But Frederic Thil, the head for 
France of Ferrero, which makes the spread, told Le Pa- 
risien newspaper that the recipe won't change. The lower 
house of parliament still has to vote on the tax. 

7 vacant seats in Libya’s Cabinet 

TRIPOLI, Libya (AP) — Libya has a new Cabinet, but seven 
of its 27 seats are still vacant. While 20 ministers were sworn 
in Wednesday, the rest have either run afoul of a require¬ 
ment banning ties to the deposed regime of Moammar 
Gadhafi or have other outstanding issues. Three appoin¬ 
tees, including the candidate for interior minister, were 
rejected by the ANI, an independent body of more fhan 
a dozen judges and civil society representatives. Four oth¬ 
ers, including the nominee for the foreign ministry, are 
still being vetted. The new Libyan government faces the 
daunting task of imposing control over armed groups who 
defeated Gadhafi's forces during last year’s eight-month 
civil war. The government must also build state institutions 
such as the police, and military nearly from scratchO 
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Yogen Fruz celebrates Grand Opening at the 

Renaissance Marketplace! 


ORANJESTAD -The well 
known Canadian Frozen 
Yogurt franchise, “Yogen 
Fruz” has officially opened 
its doors in the Renaissance 
Marketplace! In the pres¬ 
ence of friends and family, 
the local partners, Daniella 
and Oscar Zerpa celebrat¬ 
ed the official opening. 

Yogen Fruz, a company 
with more than 25 years of 
experience and maintain¬ 
ing a continuous innovation 
with flavors, combinations 
and new products, is proud 
to offer the “Zero Sugar Fro¬ 
zen Yogurt Ice Cream". 
Besides being healthy, the 
Frozen Yogurt Ice Cream 
has a new option for those 



who have dietary limita¬ 
tions. 

Frozen Yogurt is a complete 
treat with very high nutrition 
qualities. It contains high 
portions of protein, calci¬ 
um, sodium and potassium 
and has vitamins in every 
one of ifs frozen fruifs. 

If helps better the absorp¬ 
tion of calcium, if boosts up 
our immunological system 
and it reduces the choles¬ 
terol level in our blood. 

Also it contributes in low¬ 
ering the effects of ulcers 
and gastritis. 

Yogen Fruz is located in 
the Renaissance Market 
Place in front of Seaport 
Cinemas. □ 
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Asian Bistro 


Located at South Beach Centre | Palm Beach 55, Aruba | Tel: 586 3888 | Fax: 586 8883 


David Yurman honors Gandelman again 
as Most Outstanding Caribbean Retailer! 


Recently David Yurman, 
the American renowned 
jewelry and watch com¬ 
pany, hosted a dinner at 
Windows of Aruba for all 
Gandelman employees. 
This honor took place be¬ 
cause Gandelman has re¬ 
mained the top retailer in 
the Caribbean for David 
Yurman. The restaurant was 
reserved especially for this 
event. During the evening, 
awards were handed out 
to the top sales associates 
and the individual stores 
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Crack the code with Heineken’s new 007 Happy Hours! 



Heineken is in the fever of 
James Bond, and Heineken 
has a challenge for you- 
our Secret Agent.... 

Last Friday, Heineken or¬ 
ganized its first mission at 
Urataka Center and a big 
crowd of Heineken fans 
won many James Bond's 
007 prizes. And the big prize 
of fhe night was a Heinek¬ 
en Beer Tender! 

This upcoming Friday, 16 
November, the Heineken 
crew will be at the Ambi- 
ente Snack at Kudawecha, 
together with Wilbert and 
his Vallenato Criollo. The 
challenge will be simple: 
the Heineken Bond Girls will 
have a briefcase in their 
hands, and with the pur¬ 
chase of 5 Heineken beers 
you will get a code, crack 
the case with the code 
and you will win the con¬ 
tents of the briefcase. 

Also, we would like to in¬ 
form you that the Heineken 
Bond Girls will pay a visit 
to several bars during the 
week and everybody en¬ 
joying their Heineken beer 
will have a chance to crack 
the code on the spot. 
Heineken is rewarding its 
customers! SO, be on the 
watch! 

Enjoy ResponsiblyO 



HEINEKEN FRIDAY! 


COME AND SHOW YOUR 
SECRET AGENT SKILLS 

@NEW AMBIENTE 

(KUDAWECHA) 

NOV 16 I 6-8PM 



LIVE PERFORMANCE BY 

WILBERTysu vallenato criollo 


BUY 5 HEINEKEN & 
YOU RECEIVE A CODE! 


CRACK 

rm CASE 


USE YOUR CODE TO UNLOCK THE CASE 
AND YOU ARE A WINNER! 
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Starbucks is celebrating its Christmas Season with special offers! 



ORANJESTAD: Starbucks is 
definitely feeling the Holi¬ 
day Spirit with its popular 
coffee flavors. Visit your fa¬ 
vorite chill out spot this holi¬ 
day and take advantage 
of special offers. As always 
Sfarbucks customers can 


enjoy their hot and cold 
drinks together with some 
delicious treats and not to 
forget the popular Christ¬ 
mas Blend that will be of¬ 
fered during this season. 

To give a special festive 
touch to this season Star- 


bucks offers a wide va¬ 
riety of new drinks and 
treats on their menu like; 
Ginger Bread Lattte, Toffe 
Nut Latte, Cranberry White 
Chocolate Mocha, Pan 
de Jamon, Quiche Filled 
Cheese and Fruit Cake. Are 
you thinking on the perfect 
Holiday gift? Starbucks has 
a great variety of gifts that 
will surely put a smile on a 
loved one’s face. Choose 
between the popular Red 
Mugs, Christmas Tumblers 
and Mugs with Christmas 
Bears on them or a gift 
certificate. Starbucks also 
offers the opportunity to 
wrap your holiday gift in a 
beautiful red box that will 
fit perfect under the Christ¬ 
mas tree. 

Celebrate this Holiday sea¬ 
son at Starbucks. Every¬ 
body is cordially invited to 
visit Starbucks today and 
enjoy a warm or cold drink 
combined with a delicious 
treats. Stay tuned for Star¬ 
bucks's 12 days of gifts be¬ 


ginning December first till 
December 12, 2012 with 
special discounts every 


day. This Holiday season 
make it Starbucks every 
dayO 





Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!” 


Mr Mil oMnH LlfHHS Mai-'na Gttup Blue Marlin BelcaMjTomnorr^p: 200? 


5pm, 

Catch your awn din no 

A charier includes; 
captain, male, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a ftfi doy 
charier sardwches and 
snacks are also included. 
You con coll Herby directly 
al 592 *&+£> or go to 
www.drittwa cdanjba.cam. 

Drill wood Restaurant 


Ihls authentic Arubon sea¬ 
food restaurant is located 
in characteristic dOwnlbwn 
Oranjesiad. Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by mdny. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, as well as a 
deScious 4-course menu For 
just $25.95 

Charter deep sea fishing 
rales: 

$400-1/2 day 


$760- fun doy 
Rotes per boat 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood 
Restaurant; Kiipstraat 12. 
Downtown Oru n esfaa 
Tel: |277|S832515 

www.drifrwoQdaruQO.COnv 

Opening hours: every dcry. 
from lil lD:30pm. 

Sunday Closed. 


ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Charier!, 
the successful fishermen 
of the established seafood 
restaurant Drlltwaad In 

Oronjeitaet. 


Merryweather has a love 
and passion I or fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
about fish, whal our local 
waters have to offer, and 
who! the words "fresh sea- 
lood 1 ' raally mean. 

Whal Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 
ihe some day. Herby loves 
io share hfe fishing passion 
wilh (he many visitors to the 
island. His Reel of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 It. Twin Engine 
Posl yacht, appropriately 
called ta Dri(lwood I and It. 
is avaJabte tor charters on 
a daily basis from Sam to 
12 rvpon pod from 1 pm to 


□riltwOad owner Herby 
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Stacy Lewis of the United States 
watches her shot during the fi¬ 
nal round of the Mizuno Clas¬ 
sic golf tournament at Kintetsu 
Kashikojima Country Club in 
Shima, central Japan, Sunday, 
Nov. 4, 2012. 

Associated Press 

Lewis 

Owes 

success 

to 

winning 
raffle ticket 

DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
NAPLES, Florida (AP) — Sta¬ 
cy Lewis might not be the 
LPGA Tour player of year if 
not for her doctor buying a 
raffle ticket he didn't want. 
It’s a bizarre twist in her 
unlikely path to the top of 
women’s golf. And it’s a re¬ 
minder to Lewis that when¬ 
ever she asks that familiar 
question — “Why me?” 
— the answer no longer is 
grounded in self-pity, but in 
sheer amazement. 

“I guess it’s fate a little bit,” 
Lewis said. 

Fate doesn’t happen with¬ 
out hard work, and few 
players had it tougher than 
Lewis. 


Continued on page 21 
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Rays’ Price and Mets’ Dickey win Cy Young awards 



This Sept. 27, 2012 file photo shows New York Mets starting pitcher R.A. Dickey throwing against the 
Pittsburgh Pirates, and this Aug. 5, 2012 file photo shows Tampa Bay Rays' David Price reacting to a 
catch by right fielder Matt Joyce. 

Associated Press 


MIKE FITZPATRICK 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) - Da¬ 
vid Price of the Tampa 
Bay Rays and knuckle- 
bailer R.A. Dickey of the 
New York Mets won base¬ 
ball’s Cy Young awards on 
Wednesday. 

Price barely beat out 2011 
winner Justin Verlander for 
the American League prize 
in one of the closest votes 
ever. Dickey was an easy 
choice for the NL honor 
in balloting by the Base¬ 
ball Writers’ Association of 
America. 

The 38-year-old Dickey 
became the first knuckle- 
ball pitcher to win the Cy 
Young Award, an achieve¬ 
ment mentors such as Hall 
of Famer Phil Niekro are 
quite proud of. 

”1 am not a self-made man 
by any stretch of the imagi¬ 
nation,” Dickey said on 
MLB Network. “’This is a vic¬ 
tory for all of us.” Runner- 
up two years ago. Price 
was the pick this time by 
the slimmest of margins. He 
received 14 of 28 first-place 
votes and finished with 153 
points to 149 for Verlander, 
chosen first on 13 ballots. 


Other than a 1969 tie be¬ 
tween Mike Cuellar and 
Denny McLain, it was the 
tightest race in the history 
of the AL award. Rays clos¬ 
er Fernando Rodney got 
the other first-place vote 
and came in fifth. 

"It means a lot,” Price said. 
"It's something that I’ll al¬ 
ways have. It’s something 
that they can’t take away 
from me.” 


Price went 20-5 to tie Jered 
Weaver for the American 
League lead in victories 
and winning percentage. 
The 27-year-old lefty had 
the lowest ERA at 2.56 and 
finished sixth in strikeouts 
with 205. Verlander, also 
the league MVP a year 
ago, followed that up by 
going 17-8 with a 2.64 ERA 
and pitching the Detroit 
Tigers to the World Series. 


He led the majors in strike¬ 
outs (239), innings (238 1-3) 
and complete games (six). 
Price tossed 211 innings in 
31 starts, while Verlander 
made 33. One factor that 
might have swung some 
votes, however: Price 
faced stiffer competi¬ 
tion in the rugged AL East 
than Verlander did in the 
AL Central. ”1 guess it’s a 
blessing and a curse at 


the same time,” Price said. 
“’There’s not an easy out 
in the lineups every game. 
It feels like a postseason 
game.” Weaver came in 
third with 70 points, but was 
listed second on a pair of 
ballots. The right-hander 
threw a no-hitter and had 
a 2.81 ERA in his first 20-win 
season but missed time 
with injuries and totaled 
only 188 2-3 innings for the 
Los Angeles Angels. 

The top pick in the 2007 
amateur draft out of Van¬ 
derbilt, Price reached 
the majors the following 
year and has made three 
straight All-Star teams. De¬ 
spite going 19-6 with a 2.72 
ERA in 2010, he finished a 
distant second in Cy Young 
voting to Felix Hernandez, 
who won only 13 games for 
last-place Seattle but dom¬ 
inated most other statisti¬ 
cal categories that year. 
Verlander was trying to 
become the first AL pitcher 
to win back-to-back Cy 
Youngs since Boston's Pe¬ 
dro Martinez in 1999 and 
2000. San Francisco right¬ 
hander Tim Lincecum did 
it in the National League in 
2008-09.□ 


AP source: Marlins trade 
3 stars to Blue Jays 



This photo combo made from file photos shows Miami Marlins 
players, from left, pitcher Mark Buehrle, shortstop Jose Reyes, 
and pitcher Josh Johnson. Miami traded the three players to 
the Toronto Blue Jays, a person familiar with the agreement said 
Tuesday, Nov. 13, 2012. 

Associated Press 


STEVEN WINE 
AP Sports Writer 
MIAMI (AP) — The Miami 
Marlins’ spending spree a 
year ago didn’t work, so 
now they're trying another 
payroll purge — shedding 
their biggest stars and their 
multimillion-dollar salaries in 
one blockbuster deal. 
Rebranded in a new ball¬ 
park at the start of 2012, 
the Marlins were up to their 
old ways Tuesday, swap¬ 
ping high-priced talent for 
top prospects. Miami trad¬ 
ed All-Star shortstop Jose 
Reyes, left-hander Mark 
Buehrle and ace right¬ 
hander Josh Johnson to the 
Toronto Blue Jays, a person 
familiar with the agree¬ 
ment said. 

The person confirmed the 
trade to The Associated 
Press on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because the teams 


weren't officially com¬ 
menting. The person said 
the trade sent several of 
the Blue Jays’ best young 
players to Miami. 

The stunning agreement 
came less than a year after 
the Marlins added Reyes, 
Buehrle and closer Heath 
Bell in an uncharacteris¬ 
tic $191 million spending 
binge as they moved into a 
new ballpark. The acquisi¬ 
tions raised high hopes, but 
the Marlins instead finished 
last in the NL East. 

The latest paring of sal¬ 
ary actually began in July, 
when the Marlins parted 
with former NL batting 
champion Hanley Ramirez, 
second baseman Omar In¬ 
fante and right-hander Ani- 
bal Sanchez, among oth¬ 
ers. Bell, the team’s high- 
profile bust, was traded to 
Arizona last month. 


Under owner Jeffrey Loria, 
long the target of fan ac¬ 
rimony, the Marlins have 
usually been among base¬ 
ball’s thriftiest teams. Man¬ 
agement pledged that 
would change with the 
new ballpark, but team of¬ 
ficials were disappointed 
with attendance in 2012, 
and revenue fell far short of 
their projections. 

Even so, the blockbuster 
deal came as a shock. The 
players involved must un¬ 
dergo physicals before the 
trade becomes final. 
Giancarlo Stanton, the 
Marlins’ precocious slug¬ 
ger, wasn’t involved in the 
deal but wasn’t happy 
about it. 

Stanton said he was mad 
about the deal “Plain & 
Simple,” he tweeted shortly 
after the news broke. 

The housecleaning was 


also the subject of much 
mirth on Twitter. 

“Good trade, I think we 
won it,” tweeted FakeSam- 
son, a site that mocks Mar¬ 
lins president David Sam¬ 
son. 

The swap was easier for the 
Marlins to swing because 
of their longstanding policy 
of refusing to include no¬ 
trade clauses in contracts. 


The deal gave an immedi¬ 
ate boost to the Blue Jays, 
who have not reached the 
playoffs since winning their 
second consecutive World 
Series in 1993. Toronto went 
73-89 this season and fin¬ 
ished fourth in the AL East 
for the fourth straight year, 
again falling short in a di¬ 
vision that includes big 
spenders.Q 
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GRAND VICT0RIA b r a e ^ umht 


SPECIALIZE IN CHINESE AMD INTERNATIONAL CUISINE 



Located at the Palm Beach #164 near the traffic lights- opposite 
the high-rise hotel, walking distance from the hotels. We have 


the best prices on all of our cuisines. Call; 5B6-4461 
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Has everything that you need for a good 
vacation. We have a wide variety of liquors 
and wine, beach items and much mere. 



Knicks hold off Magic 99-89 to move to 5-0 



Los Angeles Lakers’ Dwight Howard, top, dunks as San Antonio 
Spurs’ Tiago Splitter (22), of Brazil, Stephen Jackson (3) and Tim 
Duncan watch in the first half of an NBA basketball game in Los 
Angeles, Tuesday, Nov. 13, 2012. 

Associated Press 


Basketball wants more 
teams, 3-on-3 event at Rio 


The Associated Press 
ORLANDO, Florida (AP) — 

Carmelo Anthony scored 
25 points while J. R. Smith 
and Raymond Felton add¬ 
ed 21 each as the New 
York Knicks held off the Or¬ 
lando Magic 99-89 Tuesday 
night to remain the NBA's 
only unbeaten team. 

J,J. Redick led Orlando with 
18 points, with Arron Af- 
flalo scoring 13 for a Magic 
team that was stunted by 
20 turnovers that led to 24 
New York points. 

The Magic dropped their 
fifth consecutive game 
and continue to struggle 
without starters Jameer 
Nelson and Hedo Turkoglu. 
New York has won its first 
five matches for the first 
time since opening the 
1993-94 season with seven 
victories. 

Danny Green hit the go- 
ahead 3-pointer with 9.3 
seconds left and Tony Park¬ 
er scored 19 points for San 
Antonio to help ensure the 
Lakers’ lost for the first time 
since firing coach Mike 
Brown. 

After Pau Gasol missed a 
3-pointer, Tiago Splitter’s 
hustle prevented the Lak¬ 
ers from controlling the re¬ 
bound before the buzzer 
sounded on Los Angeles’ 
first game since hiring Mike 
D'Antoni late Sunday night. 
Interim coach Bernie Bick- 
erstaff ran the team for the 
third straight game. 

San Antonio 84, L.A. Lakers 
82 

Tim Duncan had 18 points 
and 11 rebounds for the 
Spurs, who improved the 
Western Conference’s best 
record to 7-1. Kobe Bryant 
had 28 points and eight 
rebounds for the Lakers, 
who dropped to a win-loss 
record of 3-5 after commit¬ 
ting 17 turnovers on a poor 
shooting night. Dwight 
Howard had 13 points and 
15 rebounds. 


Charlotte 92, Washington 
76 

At Charlotte, Ramon Ses¬ 
sions scored 21 points as 
the Bobcats beat winless 
Washington to get back- 
to-back victories for the first 
time since last December. 
Rookie Michael Kidd-Gil- 
christ chipped in with 15 
points and eight rebounds 
before leaving in the fourth 
quarter with a sore back. 
Trevor Ariza scored 19 
points for the Wizards, who 
fell to 0-6. 

Toronto 74, Indiana 72 
At Indianapolis, DeMar 
DeRozan scored 15 points 
and Jose Calderon had 13 
points, 10 rebounds and 10 
assists for Toronto. 

Toronto led 69-58 heading 
into the fourth and hit only 
one field goal the rest of 
the way, a club low. 
George Hill scored 18 
points and Paul George 
had 12 points and nine re¬ 
bounds to lead the Pacers, 
who have lost four of the 
last five. 

Brooklyn 114, Cleveland 
101 

Brooklyn posted its third 
consecutive win with Der- 
on Williams contributing 26 
points and 10 assists and 
Joe Johnson scoring 25 
points against travel-weary 
Cleveland. 

Brook Lopez added 23 
points for the Nets, who 
opened a 20-point lead at 
home for the third straight 
game, but this time barely 
let up and beat the Cav¬ 
aliers for the sixth time in 
eight meetings after losing 
nine in a row, mostly during 
the LeBron James era. 
Anderson Varejao scored 
a career-high 35 points 
and grabbed 18 rebounds 
for the Cavaliers, who were 
wrapping up a six-game, 
coast-to-coast trip and 
played much of the game 
with the urgency of a team 
that wanted to be home. 


Portland 103, Sacramento 
86 

At Sacramento, Damian Lil- 
lard had 22 points and nine 
assists to help Portland stop 
a four-game losing streak. 
Portland used a strong third 
quarter to build its lead to 
16 points and pushed the 
cushion to 22 early in the 
fourth. The Trail Blazers out- 
rebounded the Kings and 
connected on 14 of 27 at¬ 
tempts from 3-point range. 
LaMarcus Aldridge scored 
19 points for Portland and 
Wesley Matthews had 18. 
James Johnson scored 16 
for the Kings, who dropped 
their third straight. They 
played their second con¬ 
secutive game without 
leading scorer and re¬ 
bounder DeMarcus Cous¬ 
ins, suspended following 
a verbal altercation last 
week with San Antonio 
Spurs television announcer 
Sean Elliott. 

Elsewhere Tuesday, the 
Bobcats had a 92-76 win 
over the Wizards, the Rap¬ 
tors edged the Pacers 74- 
72 and the Nets beat the 
Cavaliers 114-101. In the 
late games. The Spurs edg¬ 
es the Lakers 84-82 and the 
Trail Blazers had a 103-86 
win over the Kings.Q 


GENEVA (AP) — Basket¬ 
ball’s governing body will 
ask the IOC to add four 
extra men's teams for the 
2016 Rio de Janeiro Olym¬ 
pics, and introduce the 
3-on-3 game as a medal 
event.FIBA says its ruling 
board will request a 16- 
team men’s competition 
being played in two arenas 
instead of one.FIBA says 
a natural bracket of four- 
team groups, rather than 


six, means fewer matches 
and keeps players fresher. 
IOC rules limit team events 
to 12 nations unless its ex¬ 
ecutive board gives spe¬ 
cial permission. FIFA has 16 
men's football teams. 

The IOC has rejected pre¬ 
vious FIBA requests for 16, 
citing concerns over in¬ 
creasing a 10,500-athlete 
quota for local organizers 
to house. 

FIBA introduced the 3-on-3, 


half-court version of bas¬ 
ketball for men and wom¬ 
en at the 2010 Singapore 
Youth OlympicsO 
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Mcllroy keen to make history in Hong Kong Open 



Rory Mcllroy of Northern Ireland reacts after sinking a putt on the 18th green to finish third at the 
Singapore Open golf tournament at the Serapong Course at Sentosa Golf Club in Singapore on 
Sunday Nov. 11, 2012. 

Associated Press 


BERNIE McGUIRE 
Associated Press 
HONG KONG (AP) — Only 
one golfer has successfully 
refained fhe Hong Kong 
Open tifle in 53 years. Rory 
Mcllroy wants to be the 
second. 

Mcllroy holed a brilliant 
bunker shot on the last hole 
a year ago to win the title 
by two strokes, becoming 
the tournament’s young¬ 
est winner at 22 after being 
runner-up in 2008 and 2009. 
He first competed in Hong 
Kong at 16, when he fell in 
love with the tiny islands off 
mainland China. 

“I first came here as a ju¬ 
nior in the Faldo Series and 
players like Oliver Fisher 
and myself and a few oth¬ 
ers stayed at the golf club 
at Fanling and it was great 
fun and I’ve always really 
enjoyed the golf course,” 
Mcllroy said. “Then when it 
became a European Tour 
event I came back and 
stayed in the city on Hong 
Kong island and I've just re¬ 
ally enjoyed the buzz and 
the atmosphere. 

“It’s here also that I have 
had some great experienc¬ 


es as a player, taking part 
in one of the best playoffs 
ever against Lin Wen-tang 
in 2009 and then I was able 
to finally put my name on 
the Hong Kong Open tro¬ 
phy last year. 

“I wasn’t feeling all that 


well on the Saturday and 
went into the final round 
three behind going into 
the last day but shot a 65 in 
holing a bunker shot at the 
last to beat Peter Hanson 
by two, so that was a nice 
way to finish it off.“l would 


love to end my season by 
doing that again this year." 
Only Taiwan's Hsieh Yung- 
yo has won the event two 
years in a row, in 1963-64. 
Mcllroy is assured of strong 
opposition in the form of 
19-year-old Matteo Manas- 


sero, the new Singapore 
Open winner, who will play 
the opening two rounds 
with Mcllroy. “When I think 
of Rory, I think he has an im¬ 
possible game to imitate,” 
the Italian teen said. “He 
is so good and he plays 
probably the best game in 
the world.” 

While Mcllroy has sealed 
the European Tour money 
title, others are keen to 
make the top 115 and se¬ 
cure automatic tour mem¬ 
bership for next year. 

Four players will come 
off the money list for not 
playing the minimum of 
13 events, including Scot¬ 
land’s Martin Laird who 
has played just 10, and the 
cutoff will be 119th. Rhys 
Davies of Wales currently 
holds that position, and 
two former tour winners in 
compatriot Bradley Dredge 
(121st) and Australia’s An¬ 
drew Dodt (122nd) are 
within 1,911 euros ($2,400) 
of Davies. 

Also, Portugal's Ricardo 
Santos, this year’s winner of 
the Madeira Islands Open, 
is looking to seal the rookie 
of the year award.Q 


AP Interview: Tennis 
mulls anti-doping step 



Andy Murray of Britain reacts to missing a point as he plays 
Roger Federer of Switzerland during their ATP World Tennis Fi¬ 
nal semi final singles match in London, Sunday, Nov. 11, 2012. 

Associated Press 


JOHN LEICESTER 
AP Sports Writer 
PARIS (AP) — Tennis is look¬ 
ing at whether it can adopt 
measures pioneered by 
cycling to weed out drug 
cheats. 

ITF anti-doping manager 
Stuart Miller told The Associ¬ 
ated Press that tennis’ gov¬ 
erning federation is working 
hard to do more blood and 
out-of-competition tests on 
players. 

In the wake of cyclist Lance 
Armstrong's life ban from 
sports for doping, Roger 
Federer and Andy Murray 
have called for more out- 
of-competition and blood 
testing in tennis. 

Murray called the Arm¬ 
strong case “pretty shock¬ 
ing.” 

“You would hate for any¬ 
thing like that to happen 
to your own sport," Murray 
said before the season¬ 
ending ATP finals. 


Federer said: “We don’t do 
a lot of blood testing during 
the year. I’m okay having 
more of that.” 

In a phone interview, the 
ITF’s Miller said: “We're 
working hard to try to in¬ 
crease the proportion of 
out-of-competition testing, 
and particularly blood test¬ 
ing, and we’ve been work¬ 
ing on that for a while.” 

“I’m hopeful that by the 
end of the year we’ll have 
made some inroads into 
improving that. Like any 
anti-doping program, 
we're subject to resource 
constraints," he said. 
Cycling, followed by track 
and field, also runs so-called 
“biological passport” pro¬ 
grams that monitor ath¬ 
letes’ blood readings over 
time for possible tell-tale 
indications of doping. The 
federations for those sports, 
the UCI and the IAAF, have 
used evidence of doping 


gathered from their pass¬ 
port programs to ban ath¬ 
letes and to target others 
for more testing.Without 
giving a fixed timeframe, 
Miller said “it would be 
nice” if tennis can establish 
a similar monitoring system 


in 2013. “We are looking 
very, very carefully at an 
athlete biological passport 
program in tennis,” he said. 
“I don’t want to say it's def¬ 
initely happening until we 
actually say, ‘Here’s a pro¬ 
gram. It’s up and running.’ 


We're looking at it to en¬ 
sure that if we do run it, we 
can run it properly."The ITF 
and the World Anti-Doping 
Agency conducted just 21 
out-of-competition blood 
tests — used to detect the 
abuse of growth hormone, 
transfusions using blood 
from donors, and blood¬ 
doping substances CERA 
and HBOCs — in tennis in 
2011.Just three of those 
were on women players. ITF 
statistics on its web site show 
it didn’t test Serena Williams 
out of competition at all in 
2010 and 2011, years she 
won the Australian Open 
and Wimbledon and lost a 
U.S. Open final. The ITF did 
test her in competition.The 
U.S. Anti-Doping Agency’s 
web site also shows that 
before one test in the sec¬ 
ond quarter of this year, it 
hadn’t organized a test on 
the 15-time major winner 
since 2008.Williams said last 
month, “I get tested a lot.” 
“For me, it’s a pretty intense 
system, and I know a lot of 
the players feel the same 
way,” she said.Q 
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In this Nov. 10, 2012 photo, U.S. golfer Stacy Lewis watches her shot as she tees off during the Lorena Ochoa Invitational at the Gua¬ 
dalajara Country Club in Guadalajara, Mexico. The 27-year-old Lewis is the first American since 1994 to win LPGA player of the year. 
Associated Press 


Lewis 

Continued from page 17 

She was diagnosed with 
scoliosis when she was 11, 
so severe that she wore 
a back brace for 18 hours 
every day from age 11 until 
she got out of high school, 
and then had to have sur¬ 
gery when that didn’t cor¬ 
rect the curvature in her 
spine. 

That’s when Gary Brock, 
her orthopedic surgeon in 
Houston, entered the pic¬ 
ture. 

Brock knew Lewis played 
golf at The Woodlands 
Country Club. He just 
didn’t know she was good 
enough to have earned a 
scholarship to Arkansas. In 
the months leading up to 
her back surgery. Brock was 
invited to a charity event in 
which one of the prizes was 
a series of lessons with a 
golf pro. 

“I went with a friend of 
mine. He was the one who 
wanted to win the raffle 
ticket,” Brock said Wednes¬ 
day. “I just bought one to 
humor him, and I ended 
up winning. The pro that I 
worked with had worked 
with Stacy. All summer long, 
he said what a great golfer 
she could be.” 

It was enough for Brock 
to consider giving Lewis a 
chance to succeed. 

The original plan was to in¬ 
sert two rods in her back. 
Brock suggested a single 
rod with five screws, which 
would allow her more flex¬ 
ibility and rotation for golf. 
It also meant going in from 
the side, breaking a rib and 
maneuvering around two 
major blood vessels. 

“I remember he called my 
wife and I and said, ‘We 
need to do a different sur¬ 
gery,”' said Dale Lewis, her 
father. “He said, ‘It’s going 
to take twice as along. It's 
twice as risky. The recovery 
is twice as long. But she’ll 
be so much more flexible.’” 
Lewis took it from there. 

She spent her first year at 
Arkansas as a redshirt, re¬ 
covering from surgery. She 
could only chip and putt 
for six months before she 
was allowed to swing, and 
she earned a spot on the 
team. As a junior, she won 
the NCAA title. As a senior, 
she tied for third at the Kraft 
Nabisco Championship on 
an amateur invitation. She 


ended her amateur career 
by going undefeated at 
the Curtis Cup. 

And now this, a break¬ 
through year of four wins to 
become the first American 
since Beth Daniel in 1994 to 
win the points-based play¬ 
er of the year. She will be 
honored Friday night dur¬ 
ing the LPGA Titleholders, 
and Brock is flying to Flori¬ 
da to join the celebration. 
All because of his raffle 
ticket? 

“Exactly,” Lewis said, smil¬ 
ing at how something so 
small can lead to some¬ 
thing so grand. “I think it’s 
amazing how you make 
a decision a certain way, 
how little things seem to 
fall into place and you can 
look back say that was a 
turning point. At the time, 
I didn’t really think the stuff 
with my doctor was that big 
of a deal. But now looking 
back, I mean, he doesn’t 
win the raffle and I’m not 
here today? It's crazy.” 
Brock thinks that might be 
a stretch, but not much of 
one. Lewis still could have 
played golf with two rods 
in her back, but it’s fine line 
between good and great, 
and he wonders if she 
could have gone as far as 
she has. 

With Lewis, though, there 


was always something 
about her that had nothing 
to do with science. 

“She has a spirit about her,” 
Brock said. “I don't think 
anything would have held 
her back." 

That spirit showed as a kid. 
Lewis despised being in a 
brace, and she hated it 
even more when she was 
told after three years that 
she needed to keep it even 
longer because she kept 
growing. Her father said she 
never bought clothes, such 
as sleeveless shirts or halter 
tops, that would expose 
her brace. It was a happy 
day when the brace came 
off for good, and Lewis 
thought about burning 
it. Instead, she keeps two 
of them in a closet at her 
parents’ house — the first 
one and last one she had 
to wear. Her agent said a 
photo doesn’t exist any¬ 
where of Lewis wearing the 
brace. She refused to be 
seen in it. 

“She got over the bitterness 
and it became, ‘How lucky 
I am that I still get to play 
golf,’" the father said. “She 
just wanted to be normal 
again.” 

There is nothing flashy 
about Lewis, which might 
explain how she reached 
her main goal — becom¬ 


ing the highest-ranked 
American in women’s golf 
— and achieved another 
one that she didn’t think 
possible at the start of the 
year the way Yani Tseng 
ruled the sport. 

That also might explain why 
she has been overlooked 
for so much of her career. 
She didn’t have the star 
power of Michelle Wie, the 
youth of Lexi Thompson, 
the marketing prowess of 
Paula Creamer. 

“I didn’t have all the ex¬ 
pectations everyone else 
had and I think that’s really 
helped me get to where I 
am," Lewis said. “I like work¬ 
ing hard. Some girls like to 
do all the extra stuff off the 
course and the sponsor 
things and this and that, 
and I just love to go out 
and play golf. I don’t know 
if that’s what has gotten 
me to this point versus ev¬ 
erybody else. But that’s just 
what I like to do.” 

There is work left for Lewis 
at the LPGA Titleholders, 
which starts Thursday at 
TwinEagles Golf Club. 

Lewis would have to win 
to have any chance of 
overtaking Inbee Park on 
the money list. Park only 
has two wins this year, but 
she collected first-place 
money from the Canadian 


Women's Open when an 
amateur, 15-year-old Lydia 
Ko, won the tournament. 
Park also has a narrow lead 
in the Vare Trophy for low¬ 
est adjusted scoring aver¬ 
age. Otherwise, this week is 
a celebration. 

Brock didn’t realize until this 
week that Lewis would be 
honored Friday night. He 
rescheduled a clinic to be 
there. Even now, he has a 
hard time believing that a 
change of surgery brought 
on by a winning raffle ticket 
would lead to this. That the 
little girl, who grew 1 'A inch¬ 
es after surgery, would be¬ 
come the best American 
female in golf. 

“We would never have 
dreamed that in a million 
years,” Brock said.Q 
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Fluoride Spin 

1 By: Dr. Carlos Viana 


Imagine you are a govern¬ 
ment official trying to de¬ 
cide what to do with the 
oldest and biggest toxic 
industrial pollutant. Nation¬ 
wide, in the United States 
fluoride remains one of in¬ 
dustry's largest pollutants. 
By the Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Agency’s (EPA) last 
estimate, at least 155,000 
tons a year were being 
released into the air by 
U.S. industrial plants. Emis¬ 
sions into water lakes, riv¬ 
ers, and ocean have been 
estimated to be as high as 
500,000 tons a year. Re¬ 
cent EPA data indicates 
that fluoride is currently 
the 6th most emitted Haz¬ 
ardous Air Pollutant in the 
US, although total air emis¬ 
sions are now considerably 
lower than 155,000 tons. 
Our air is contaminated by 
fluoride emissions from the 
production of iron, steel, 
aluminum, copper, lead 
and zinc; phosphates (es¬ 
sential for the manufacture 
of all agricultural fertilizers); 
plastics; gasoline; brick, ce¬ 
ment, glass, ceramics, and 
the infinite other products 
made from clay; electri¬ 
cal power generation and 
all other coal combustion; 
and uranium processing. 
Our water is being polluted 
with fluoride by the pro¬ 
ducers and processors of 
glass, pesticides and fertil¬ 
izers, steel and aluminum, 
chemicals, and metals. The 
metal processing indus¬ 
tries include copper and 
brass, as well as titanium. 


super-alloys, and refrac¬ 
tory metals for military use. 

So, like any other 
deceptive politician you 
take your pollution prob¬ 
lem, which is going to cost 
a lot of money to get rid 
off, and manipulate the 
facts about fluoride to influ¬ 
ence the public so they be¬ 
lieve that fluoride is good 
for them - this is called 
“putting a spin to the prob¬ 
lem"; the latest buzzword 
for lying to the public. For 
nearly 50 years, the U.S. 
government and media 
have been telling the pub¬ 
lic that fluoride is safe and 
beneficial -- it is supposed 
to reduce cavities, espe¬ 
cially in children. Manufac¬ 
turers add it to toothpaste; 
municipalities put it in the 
public's drinking water. Pol¬ 
lution problem solved by 
spending no money and 
making money for industry 
that gets to sell its pollu¬ 
tion to the pharmaceuti¬ 
cal and food industries. The 
truth is that raw hazardous 
pollution trapped in scrub¬ 
bers of the industries listed 
above is sold as fluorida¬ 
tion. Pretty neat solution for 
the politicians and indus¬ 
try; however, using of fluo¬ 
ridated toothpastes and 
dental products or inges¬ 
tion of fluoridated water 
directly or used in food pro¬ 
cessing dramatically raises 
levels of lead in children’s 
blood. These high toxic lev¬ 
els cause learning disorders 
and brain damage. Want 
some no-nonsense proof? 


Read the FDA fluoride 
toothpaste that you are us¬ 
ing “WARNING: Keep out 
of reach of children under 
6 years of age. In case of 
accidental ingestion, seek 
professional assistance 
or contact a Poison Con¬ 
trol center immediately”. 
And you are still using this 
stuff? Fluoride is a poison 
that there is enough in one 
standard tube of fluoridat¬ 
ed toothpaste to KILL a 20 
pound/ 9 kilo child. Profes¬ 
sionally, I used to think that 
we were immune to fluoride 
problems here in Aruba. 
Unfortunately, I have been 
seeing fluorosis in our clinic. 
The ingestion of fluoride 
causes a condition marked 
by mottling, yellow patches 
or spots on the teeth and 
damage to the bones; es¬ 
pecially bones that are still 
growing. We are ingesting 
fluoride from dental prod¬ 
ucts, reconstructed juice 
with fluoridated water and 
processed foods that con¬ 
tain fluoride. On our last 
trip to Curagao we heard 
that, frighteningly, our sister 
island is putting fluoride in 
their water. As a member 
of the International Acad¬ 
emy Of Oral Medicine and 
Toxicology (IAOMT) I am 
privileged to review the 
Academy’s data on ongo¬ 
ing examination of the toxi¬ 
cological data on fluoride, 
the Academy has made 
several preliminary deter¬ 
minations over the last 18 
years, each concluding 
that fluoride added to the 


public water supply, or pre¬ 
scribed as controlled-dose 
supplements, delivers no 
discernible health benefit, 
and causes a higher inci¬ 
dence of adverse health 
effects. 

This is not new information; 
yet, with the continuing 
medical use of fluoride, 
we should be questioning 
what the real motives are. 
The solution? Read the la¬ 
bel of any food products 
you bring into the house. 
Start using baking soda as 
toothpaste or start using 
natural oral care products 
for periodontal health with¬ 
out fluoride. We use natural 
care products that contain 
Xylitol. 

This plant based sugar-al¬ 
cohol has been shown to 
support sinus and lungs and 
dental health. Remember it 
is a bacterium that causes 
cavities in your mouth. 
Get The Point! The only 
people who question the 
safety of fluoride, says the 
United States government, 
are quacks. Interestingly, 
the word “quack" was first 
used as a derogatory term 
describing the first dentists 
that started using mercury 
“quaksilver” in people's 
mouths. If telling people 
the truth and offering al¬ 
ternatives to products that 
are know to be detrimen¬ 
tal makes me a quack, so 
be it. I am looking forward 
to working with you so you 
can find out more about 
what you can do for a 
healthy mouth and body; 



we can quack- quack to¬ 
gether. 

Dr. Viana will meet on-the- 
air with Lewis Harrison, of 
the Harrison Center in NY, 
Wed., 14 November from 
5:10 -5:30 Aruba Time to 
bring you Prescriptions for 
Today’s Health, all the way 
from Paradise. Listen FREE 
Live at on the Internet at; 
WIOXRadio.org CARLOS VI¬ 
ANA, Ph. D. is an Oriental 
Medical Doctor (O.M.D.) 
having studied in China; a 
US Board Cert. Clinical Nu¬ 
tritionist (C.C.N.), an Addic¬ 
tion Professional (C.Ad.), 
Chairperson of the Latin 
American Committee of 
the International Acad¬ 
emy of Oral Medicine and 
Toxicology (IAOMT), a Re¬ 
juvenating Cell Therapist 
specializing in Age Man¬ 
agement, has a weekly 
radio program, writes and 
lectures extensively. For in¬ 
formation: VIANA HEALING 
CENTER, Kibaima 7 -TEL: 
585-1270 Web Site: www. 
vianaheal.com 
101 Great Wavs to Improve 

YOUR HEALTH. 101 Expert 
tips to Great Health, Includ¬ 
ing a chapter by Carlos M. 
Viana, Aruba’s Barefoot 
Doctor. 

Available NOW in Aruba 
@ Viana Center, Hotel Gift 
Shops & All Bookstores.Q 



14 *Food & Chemical Sensitivity Testing 
* Specialized Hormone Testing 


Dr. Viana on-the-air 
Wed., 14 Nov 5:10 - 5:30 

Listen Live on WIOXRadio.org 


Looking for RELIEF? TEL: 585-1270 

Pain & Inflammation - Sleep - Stress - Allergies - Stomach Problems, PMS, 
Menopause, Chronic colds & flu - Fertility, natural Pregnancy, Post-partum - Addiction 
(Alcohol, street & legal Drugs, Gambling, Sex, WEIGHT CONTROL) - AGE 


M-Sat at Kibaima 7 

(St. Cruz, opposite the Drive-in) 

www.vianaheal.com 

info@vianaheal.com 
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Dr. Carlos Viana 

Oriental Medicine, Clinical Nutrition, Colon Hydro Therapy 
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Available at local 
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Review: Nexus tablet showcases Google media play 


ANICK JESDANUN 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — When 
I first turned on Google’s 
new tablet computer, I im¬ 
mediately thought of it as 
a mere conduit to Google 
services. 

Besides giving you quick 
access to Gmail and You¬ 
Tube, the Nexus 10 steers 
you to digital movies, 
books and other content 
available for sale through 
Google’s online Play store. 
Because of that, I wasn’t 
thinking of the Nexus 10 as 
an alternative to Apple’s 
general-purpose iPad — 
even with a price tag that’s 
$100 cheaper, starting at 
$399. It took more thought 
and time with the Nexus to 
change that perception. 
After all, apps available for 
Android smartphones work 
on the tablet as well. 

Still, the Nexus really shines 
when it comes to media — 
especially content bought 
through Google. 

For the past year, Google 
has been trying to chal¬ 
lenge Apple and Amazon 
by selling digital content. 
The Play store is Google's 
version of iTunes for Apple 
devices. There, you can 
get a variety of apps, some 
free and some for a small 
fee. You can buy or rent 
movies and obtain books, 
magazines and music. 
Google isn’t satisfied with 
building search engines 
and selling ads. It wants 
a bigger role in the digital 
economy. 

Over the summer, Google 
came out with a 7-inch 
(17.5-centimeter) tablet 
called the Nexus 7. Just as 
Apple is making an iPad 
Mini that’s about the size 
of the Nexus 7, Google is 
now selling a larger version 
of the Nexus, about the size 
of Apple's regular iPad. It 
starts shipping this week. 

On the Nexus 10, icons at 
the bottom of the screen 


emphasize Google’s me¬ 
dia products available 
through Play. Click on a 
picture of film to watch 
movies, headphones to lis¬ 
ten to music and a book to, 
well, read books. Another 
icon gets you to the Play 
store to obtain more con¬ 
tent and apps. 

The Nexus has a rubberized 
back and fits more snuggly 
on my lap than the metal- 
backed iPad. In my hands, 
I don’t feel as if the Nexus 
would slip out and crash on 
to the hard floor, as I con¬ 
tinually do with the iPad. 
There are front-facing 
speakers going up and 
down both sides of the Nex¬ 
us, compared with just one 
tucked in a corner on the 
back of an iPad. You feel 
more immersed watching 
video with sound coming 
right at you from the entire 
device. I hadn’t consid¬ 
ered that a problem on the 
iPad, but I began to notice 
it once I played video on 
the tablets side by side. 

The screen measures 10.1 
inches (25.6 centimeters) 
diagonally, which is more 
than the iPad’s 9.7 inch¬ 
es (24.6 centimeters). But 
the screen isn’t any larger 
because while it's about 
an inch wider in horizon¬ 
tal mode, it's also about a 
half-inch less in height. This 
works well for widescreen 
content, which completely 
fills the screen. On the iPad, 
the latest movies and TV 
shows often have black 
bars, no matter how you 
hold the tablet. In some 
cases, you might see the 
sides of video cut off to fit 
the space, as I did watch¬ 
ing this week’s episode of 
“Revenge” on Hulu. Again, 

I hadn’t considered that a 
problem on the iPad, until I 
began to notice it. 

What makes the tablet’s 
shape good for movies 
makes it less-than-ideal for 
magazines, though. There’s 


wasted space on the top 
and the bottom for maga¬ 
zines on the Nexus. But I 
watch TV shows and mov¬ 
ies online more often than 
I read magazines digitally, 
so I’ll let it slide. 

As for books, text on the 
Nexus' screen comes out 
sharp. News sites and apps 
also look nice. The Nexus 
has a screen resolution 
of 300 pixels per inches, 
slightly better than the 
264 ppi for the latest full- 
size iPad (which itself is far 
better than the 132 ppi on 
the older iPad 2 model still 
available). 

True, there are other tab¬ 
lets designed as media 
players, too. Amazon.com 
Inc.’s Kindle Fire and Barnes 
and Noble Inc.’s Nook HD 
come to mind, and both 
have larger versions out this 
month. But neither has the 
diversity of apps available 
for the Nexus and other 
full-fledge Android devices 
(The Kindle and the Nook 
run on modified versions of 
Android and restrict apps 
to what’s available through 
their own online stores). 

So what does that mean? 
Apps on my Samsung Gal¬ 
axy S III smartphone auto¬ 
matically appear on the 
Nexus 10 after signing in 
with the same Google ac¬ 
count. I’ll note that the 
Nexus 10 is also made by 
Samsung Electronics Co., 
even though it's branded 
Google. Three of my apps, 
for AccuWeather, Citibank 
and Dunkin’ Donuts, aren't 
compatible for unknown 
reasons. But those I use 
most often — Facebook, 
Instagram, Foursquare and 
a slew of other weather 
apps — all work on the 
Nexus. The companion 
app for the TV show “Dex¬ 
ter” also works, allowing 
me to play trivia games 
and watch video clips. Not 
all apps have been spe¬ 
cifically adapted for the 


tablet's larger screen, but 
they take advantage of 
the entire screen, none¬ 
theless, thanks to the way 
Android lets software pro¬ 
grammers build their apps 
in modules. All the content 
gets blown up and still looks 


decent. Apple’s store has a 
far wider selection of apps, 
though, including a half- 
dozen apps for exhibits at 
the American Museum of 
Natural History in New York. 
A search on Play comes up 
with only one.Q 



This undated image provided by Google shows 
Google's new 10-inch tablet, the Nexus 10. 
Associated Press 
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Stocks slide as impasse over deficit looms 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Investors 
drew little hope Wednes¬ 
day for a quick compro¬ 
mise in U.S. budget talks 
after President Barack 
Obama insisted that higher 
taxes on wealthy Ameri¬ 
cans would have to be 
part of any deal. 

Stocks fell sharply, and 
even a signal from the 
Federal Reserve that it 
could launch a program 
in December to speed job 
growth failed to encour¬ 
age investors. The Dow 
Jones industrial average 
dropped 1.4 perecent. 
Obama made clear he 
would seek higher tax rev¬ 
enue from the wealthiest 
Americans, which faces 
opposition among some 
Republicans in Congress. 
Obama said that a mod¬ 
est increase on the wealthy 


BARBARA ORTUTAY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Face- 
book's stock is up more 
than 7 percent despite ex¬ 
pectations that it would fall 
because more than 850 
million additional shares in 
the company are being 
freed up for sale. 

Shares of Facebook Inc. are 
up $1.48, or 7.5 percent, at 
$21.34. 

Facebook went public 
in May at $38 in a much- 
hyped initial public offering 
of stock that turned out to 


“is not going to break their 
backs." 

“The Street was looking for 
him to say some magic 
buzzwords about avoid¬ 
ing the ‘fiscal cliff,’ about 
cooperation,” Sal Arnuk of 
Themis trading, a New Jer¬ 
sey brokerage. Instead, Ar¬ 
nuk said, the remarks were 
“unyielding.” 

The “cliff” is a package of 
tax increases and govern¬ 
ment spending cuts that 
will take effect Jan. 1 un¬ 
less Obama and Congress 
reach a deal first. They 
would total about $671 bil¬ 
lion for calendar year 2013 
and could send the U.S. 
back into recession. 

Stocks have fallen steadi¬ 
ly since voters returned 
Obama and a divided 
Congress to power Nov. 
6. The Dow has fallen 675 
points, including three sin¬ 
gle-day drops of more than 


be a letdown for investors. 
Its stock price hasn’t hit $38 
since. 

Wednesday marked the 
expiration of Facebook’s 
biggest lock-up period, 
which is a time following an 
IPO that prevents insiders 
from selling stock. 

In all, 773 million shares 
became eligible for sale, 
along with 31 million re¬ 
stricted stock units. 

And about 48 million shares 
held by former Facebook 
employees also became 
eligible for sale, bringing 


100 points. 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
index has dropped 5 per¬ 
cent in that time, returning 
to where it stood in late July. 
“Investors’ hopes that the 
election would end uncer¬ 
tainty remain unfulfilled,” 
said Lawrence Creatura, a 
portfolio manager at Fed¬ 


the total to 852 million. These 
shares would be on top of 
what's already been avail¬ 
able for trading, increasing 
the supply and potentially 
lowering the overall price. 
Lock-ups are common af¬ 
ter initial public stock offer¬ 
ings and are designed to 
prevent a stock from expe¬ 
riencing the kind of volatil¬ 
ity that might occur if too 
many shareholders decide 
to sell all at once. 

The previous lock-up ex¬ 
pired on Oct. 29, when U.S. 
stock markets were closed 


erated Investors in Roch¬ 
ester, New York. “It’s very 
tough to determine what 
happens next.” 

On Wednesday, the Dow 
dropped 185.23 points, or 
1.45 percent, to 12,570.95. 
The S&P slipped 19.04 
points, or 1.4 percent, to 
1,355.49, and the Nasdaq 


because of Superstorm 
Sandy. Facebook’s stock 
fell nearly 4 percent two 
days later, when the stock 
market reopened. 

Cantor Fitzgerald analyst 
Youssef Squali believes a 
potential increase in the 
capital gains tax on Jan. 
1, when Bush-era tax cuts 
would expire unless Con¬ 
gress acts, could pressure 
Facebook’s stock. 

That said, he called the 
Menlo Park, Calif.-based 
social media company a 
“long-term winner.”Q 


composite was down 37.08 
points, or 1.29 percent, at 
2,846.81. 

Stocks are still up on the 
year, though they have 
pared gains since peak¬ 
ing in September. The S&P 
has fallen 7.5 percent since 
its Sept. 14 peak, and the 
Dow has fallen 7.6 percent, 
more than 1,000 points, 
since its Oct. 5 peak. 
Among individual stocks, 
Abercrombie & Fitch, 
which sells teen clothes, 
bucked the trend of a de¬ 
clining market and was 
by far the best-performing 
stock in the S&P 500. 
Abercrombie jumped 
$10.54 to $41.92 after re¬ 
porting that its international 
business was thriving and 
that its net income soared 
40 percent in the most re¬ 
cent quarter, more than 
financial analysts were ex¬ 
pecting. 

The strong results from Ab¬ 
ercrombie were tempered 
by a report from the Com¬ 
merce Department saying 
that Americans cut back 
on spending in October, 
suggesting that many are 
still cautious about the 
economy. 

Sales dropped 0.3 per¬ 
cent last month after three 
months of gains. 

That was worse than ana¬ 
lysts had been expecting, 
according to FactSet, a 
provider of financial data. 
The government also said 
auto sales fell 1.5 percent, 
the most in more than a 
year.Q 



Trader Peter Tuchman reacts as he looks at the numbers during 
the closing bell on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 

(AP Photo/Mary Altaffer) 


Facebook jumps on biggest lock-up expiration day 
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A&F’s shares surge on strong 3Q report 

budgets. The latest results recession, has been work- 
show that its efforts to fix its ing hard to fix its problems. 


A here 


rombie « Fitch 



A shopper passes the Abercrombie & Fitch store at Beachwood Place 
Mall in Beachwood, Ohio. Abercrombie & Fitch Co. reported a 41 per¬ 
cent increase in its net income for the third quarter as international, do¬ 
mestic and direct-to-consumer sales strengthened. 

(AP Photo/Amy Sancetta) 


Fed minutes 
suggest new 
bond-buying 
plan is likely 

MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Federal Reserve will likely 
announce a new bond 
buying program in Decem¬ 
ber to try to spur job growth 
in the U.S. The purchases 
would be intended to lower 
long-term borrowing rates 
to encourage spending 
and strengthen the econo¬ 
my. The hope is that more 
hiring would follow. Min¬ 
utes of the Fed’s Oct. 23-24 
policy meeting released 
Wednesday suggest that it 
will unveil a Treasury-buying 
plan to replace a program 
that expires at year's end. 
Under the existing pro¬ 
gram, called “Operation 
Twist," the Fed has been 
selling $45 billion a month 
in short-term Treasurys and 
using the proceeds to buy 
an equal amount of lon¬ 
ger-term securities. When 
Operation Twist ends, the 
Fed will run out of short¬ 
term investments to sell. 
The minutes show support 
among the Fed's policy¬ 
makers to replace Twist 
with another program of 
long-term bond purchas¬ 
es. A new bond-buying 
program would come on 
top of a program the Fed 
launched in September. It 
began buying $40 billion a 
month in mortgage bonds 
to try to reduce long-term 
rates and make home buy¬ 
ing more affordable. It was 
its third round of bond pur¬ 
chases. The Fed also said in 
September that it planned 
to keep its benchmark 
short-term rate near zero 
through mid-2015.Q 


ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
MICHELLE CHAPMAN 
AP Business Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — Aber¬ 
crombie & Fitch Co. deliv¬ 
ered a pleasant pre-Christ¬ 
mas surprise to investors: 
the teen retailer raised its 
full-year earnings guidance 
on a strong third-quarter 
performance, sending 
shares surging. 

The company, based in 
New Albany, Ohio, report¬ 
ed a 41 percent increase in 
its net income for the third 
quarter as international, 
domestic and direct-to- 
consumer sales strength¬ 
ened. Its results beat Wall 
Street expectations. 

The strong quarterly perfor¬ 
mance is welcome news 
as A&F has been struggling 
to sell its preppy jeans and 
T-shirts when fashion trends 
are shifting and a rough 
economy has left teens 
around the world on tighter 

US retail 

CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Americans cut back on 
spending at retail business¬ 
es in October, an indica¬ 
tion that some remain cau¬ 
tious about the economic 
outlook. Superstorm Sandy 
also depressed car sales 
and slowed business in the 
Northeast at the end of the 


merchandise are gaining 
traction. 

Abercrombie & Fitch, 
which cut prices during the 


month. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said Wednesday that 
sales dropped 0.3 percent 
after three months of gains. 
Auto sales fell 1.5 percent, 
the most in more than a 
year. 

Excluding the volatile cat¬ 
egories of autos, gas and 
building materials, sales fell 
0.1 percent. That followed 


In particular, the company 
has been reacting more 
quickly to runway trends, a 
move that has resonated 


a 0.9 percent gain in Sep¬ 
tember for that category. 
Online and catalog pur¬ 
chases fell 1.8 percent, the 
most in a year. Electronics 
and clothing stores also 
posted lower sales. 

The government said San¬ 
dy “had both positive and 
negative effects” on sales. 
Some stores and restau¬ 
rants closed and lost busi- 


with shoppers. 

The company is also tak¬ 
ing a breather in expansion 
plans. 

It disclosed in August that 
it will put a hold on open¬ 
ing any more flagship 
stores and scale back on 
the number of locations it 
opens abroad, in part to 
prevent stores in interna¬ 
tional markets from can¬ 
nibalizing sales from each 
other. 

It announced in June that 
it was closing 180 U.S. stores 
over the next few years. The 
chain had already closed 
135 underperforming U.S. 
stores in two years. 

For the period ended Oct. 
27, the chain reported net 
income of $71.5 million, or 
87 cents per share, com¬ 
pared with $50.9 million, or 
57 cents per share, a year 
earlier.Analysts surveyed by 
FactSet forecast 60 cents 
per shareO 


ness. Others reported sales 
increases ahead of the 
storm as people bought 
supplies. 

Most economists said they 
thought the storm over¬ 
all held back sales. Still, 
they noted that consum¬ 
ers showed signs of cutting 
back on spending before 
the weather disrupted 
business. □ 


: BEN LO CIGARS 

i Import A Export * ship tiff wer (he twrtd 4 Ttt:$86}5SS 

■ Locked m j/ic Arena* Caraton. j»jrr to San £ 

1 Paparazzi' and Tango Restaurant. 

■ We (ire specialized ift premium Cuban Cigars. 

1 Opening hours: A fan. - Sat S:30am - II :00pm 
j Sunday 9;fi0aw - ll:00pnt 

• Depending on purchase. kb have discounts starting irtmtft up tp 2DS. 
1 _ With purchase pt £20 ar nopro j fftLE ClGftR _ 


firing (bhi coupon for your free Cuban Cigar[ 


Roberto’s W& 

Water sports 

3 hours sailing & Snorkel ing on the 

SEA-VENTURE ft-*! 

INCL - Light lunch 
- Open bar 
» Clean equipment 

2A persons max. 

Location: Mcomba Beach 



sales drop 0.3% in October 
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Mother Goose & Grimm 

SO YOU'RE REALLY 
60IN6 OUT WITH 
YOUR PHYSICAL 
TRAINER TDNI6HT? 



OH, CHEER UP/ THINK A30UT THE 
FUNNV STORy VOU'LL HAVE TO 
TELL AT WORK TOMORROW 




Baby Blues 


puumouiase 
we 6ot*4& 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Authentic 
5 Freight 
10 Twofold 

14 Wheel rod 

15 Martian, e.g. 

16 Small bit of 
land in the sea 

17 Drop, as a 
lover 

18 Rude 

20 Feasted 

21 Group of cattle 

22 Deutsche mark 
replacements 

23 Depression 

25 Was introduced 
to 

26 Talents; knacks 
28 Save; rescue 

31 Made of a 
cereal grain 

32 Dog banes 
34 Up to now 

36 Related 

37 Fit for a king 

38 Change the 
decor 

39 Zodiac sign 

40 Was bold 

41 Forum robes 

42 “You you 
lose” 

44 Nonessential 
extras 

45 Compete 

46 Money, slangily 

47 Become frayed 

50 Late actor Foxx 

51 Jacuzzi 

54 Nail filer’s need 

57 _ up; spent 

58 In the center of 

59 Stove 

60 Bit of parakeet 
food 

61 Explorer Marco 

62 Run _; chase 

63 Inquires 

DOWN 

1 Indian prince 

2 Way out 

3 Charge of 
wrongdoing 

4 Allow 

5 Small roles for 
big stars 



5/12/11 


6 _ clock; bed 
table awakener 

7 Orange peel 

8 Eisenhower or 
Patton: abbr. 

9 1/4 and 3/4 

10 Thin a liquid 

11 Consumer 

12 Too 

13 More or_ 

19 Tall marsh 

grasses 
21 Brass 
instrument 

24 Claim against 
property 

25 Lunch or dinner 

26 Young horse 

27 Geneva & Erie 

28 _ up on; study 

29 Spectacles 

30 Gold _; top 
award 

32 _ and aft 

33 Caustic soap 
ingredient 

35 Throw 

37 Level; demolish 

38 Stir up 


Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved 
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40 Fancy little mat 

41 Trampled 

43 _ it; try too 
hard 

44 Livestock food 

46 Come together 

47 “As ye sow, so 
shall ye 

48 Bullets 


49 Bridal 
accessory 

50 Harangue 

52 Quick look 

53 Inserts 

55 Undergarment 

56 Bumpkin 

57 Canada’s 
neighbor: abbr. 
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Reynolds subsidiary funds 
cigarette recycling 


MICHAEL FELBERBAUM 
Associated Press 
RICHMOND, Virginia (AP) 

— A subsidiary of the sec¬ 
ond-largest U.S. cigarette 
maker Reynolds American 
Inc. is funding a national re¬ 
cycling program to reward 
do-gooders for cleaning up 
tobacco waste and turn 
cigarette butts into pellets 
used to make items such 
as plastic shipping pal¬ 
lets, railroad ties and park 
benches. New Mexico- 
based Santa Fe Natural 
Tobacco Co., the maker 
of Natural American Spirit 
cigarettes, is teaming up 
with TerraCycle Inc. for the 
program. It aims to snuff 
out one of the most littered 
items in the U.S. that yields 
about 135 million pounds 
(61.2 million kilograms) of 
cigarette butts annually 
and get tossed on road¬ 
ways, thrown in the trash or 
put in public ashtrays. “You 
don’t have to walk or drive 
very far to see that smok¬ 
ers often discard cigarette 
waste in ways that litter the 
environment,” Santa Fe’s 
head of sales and market¬ 
ing, Cressida Lozano, said 
in a statement. The cost of 
the company’s sponsorship 
that will be officially an¬ 
nounced Thursday was not 
disclosed. Through the Cig¬ 
arette Waste Brigade pro¬ 
gram, organizations as well 
as people over the age of 
18 can collect cigarette 
waste and send them to 
TerraCycle through a pre¬ 
paid shipping label. Once 
received, participants will 
get credits that can be do¬ 
nated to various charities 
and causes. They'll receive 
about $1 per pound of lit¬ 
ter, which equals about 
1,000 cigarette butts. 
TerraCycle, based in Tren¬ 
ton, New Jersey, will then 
recycle the filters into pel¬ 
lets used to make a number 
of items, including ashtrays. 
The paper and tobacco 
also will be composted. The 
company took nearly two 
years to develop the pro¬ 
cess to recycle cigarette 
butts, which are comprised 
of paper, tobacco, ash, 
and a filter made from cel¬ 
lulose acetate. 

TerraCycle CEO and found¬ 


er Tom Szaky said the pro¬ 
gram provides a solution 
for the filters that are prop¬ 
erly disposed of in an ash¬ 
tray or can, but still end up 
in a landfill. Szaky said that 
the company is committed 
to “recycling waste that 
others deem worthless or 
unsavory.” Recycling ciga¬ 


rette litter will promote the 
idea that “everything can 
and should be recycled,” 
he said. Cigarette waste 
accounted for 38 percent 
of all U.S. roadway litter, 
according to a 2009 study 
done by Keep America 
Beautiful, a nonprofit com¬ 
munity action and educa¬ 
tion organization. The study 
also found that cigarette 
butts were the most com¬ 
mon litter item collected 
at sites including retail ar¬ 


eas, storm drains, loading 
docks, construction sites 
and recreational areas. 
Additionally, more than 1 
million cigarettes or ciga¬ 
rette butts — enough to 
fill nearly 58,000 packs — 
were removed from Ameri¬ 
can beaches and inland 
waterways in 2011 as part 


of the Ocean Conservan¬ 
cy’s annual one-day Inter¬ 
national Coastal Cleanup. 
Cigarette litter represented 
about 31 percent of the to¬ 
tal debris collected, mak¬ 
ing it the most-found item 
as part of those efforts. 
“Trash is really too valuable 
to toss, so we need to find 
alternative ways to up cy¬ 
cle and change trash and 
repurpose it," said Nicho¬ 
las Mallos, a marine debris 
specialist with group.□ 


FOR RENT 

One bedroom casita, spacious 
bath, kitchen appliances, full 
air-co, private entrance beautiful 
garden. Awg. 1000,- per month 
plus utility. 

Address: Rooi Santo 24, Noord, Aruba 

CALI 586-2255/ 733-6012 



Ttl; 502-069? / 563-7404 
Sthatland str. 70 




Quality Apartments 

StHriio A Loft Apts. "Fully Furnished 

/ Alrca f CdhP* TV * Pad 

Less ] mk fwi Gaglf fttaeh A 4 n^wmurfcm. 
Feel free fa contact or visit us. 

Mgrt - fri; 0gm-?prt|. Sgt A $gm-5pfTV 



Reynolds American cigarette brand American Spirit are on display in 
Palo Alto, Calif. A subsidiary of the nation’s second-largest cigarette 
maker Reynolds American Inc. is funding a national recycling program 
to reward do-gooders for cleaning up tobacco waste. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sakuma) 



LA CABANA 

Fixed week owners, 
protect your interest. 
Join FWOA 
fwoa1@verizon.net 


Salon & Spa / Special 

Manic & Pedicure $30 
Relax massage (50 min) $45 
Facial $45 

and much more... posibility to pick 
up!! 

Bella Vista Salon & Spa 

Seroe Patrishi 43-A 

Call now 583-7338/737-1408 

197431 

FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 
Everything’s included in 
this 2 Br 2 14 bath unit 
check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 

or call 562-0735 free 
pick up 

_ 113454 

FOR RENT 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 
Nov. 17-21 1 Br $450 
Nov. 17-21 2 Br $700 
Jan. 19-26 2 Br $1,200 
Jan. 26 Feb. 2-2 Br $1,200 
Feb 2-9 1 Br $950 
Pis. Call 732-2788 
E-mail: 

rental@arubadirectdeals.com 

_ 197692 

FOR RENT 

Time Shares for rent / sale 
Aruba Beach Club 
wk 46 11/17 STARTS UP $3400 
Playa Linda wk 47 Studio 11/25 
starts $3100 

Tropicana 1 br 1557 rent 465 buy 
1800 11/23 starts 
La Cabana Rm 105 C 1 br pool fl, 
12/7 starts rent 565 buy $3200 
E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 


Psychic Kira Solves 
problems where 
others have failed. 

Karma, aura, and chakra 
readings and 
cleansings. 
Results Guaranteed. 
814-851-6474 


Psychic canile Duning 
Solves problems with 
complete 

satisfaction,specializing 
in love. 

Calls enemies names. 
Removes negativity. 
Solves all problems 
Guaranteed Results. 
817-834-4261 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


^ < 

ORANJESTAD 

\ 

1_ 

15 November 

Dr. Velasquez 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Sta. Anna Tel: 586-8181 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Centro MedicoTel: 584-5794 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 



Emergency + +*?£*?*+ 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


Dies'* 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 

CRUISE SHIP 



Nov. 15 Emerald Princess 
Azura 


Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Global warming talk heats up, revisits carbon tax 



In this Wednesday, Oct. 31, 2012 file photo, waves wash over a roller 
coaster from a Seaside Heights, N.J. amusement park that fell in the At¬ 
lantic Ocean during Superstorm Sandy. Superstorm Sandy, the rare and 
devastating Northeast storm, and an election that gave Democrats gains 
have put global warming back in the picture. 

Associated Press 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Cli¬ 
mate change is suddenly 
a hot topic again. The issue 
is resurfacing in talks about 
a once radical idea: a pos¬ 
sible carbon tax. 

On Tuesday, a conserva¬ 
tive think tank held discus¬ 
sions about it while a more 
liberal think tank released 
a paper on it. And the 
Congressional Budget Of¬ 
fice issued a 19-page re¬ 
port on the different ways 
to make a carbon tax less 
burdensome on lower in¬ 
come people. 

A carbon tax works by 
making people pay more 
for using fossil fuels like 
coal, oil, and gas that pro¬ 
duce heat-trapping car¬ 
bon dioxide. 

The idea was considered 
so radical that in 2009, 
when President Barack 
Obama tried to pass a bill 
on global warming, that he 
instead opted for the more 
moderate approach of 
capping power plant emis¬ 
sions and trading credits 
that allowed utilities to pol¬ 
lute more. That idea, after 
passing the House, stalled 
in the Senate in 2010 and 
has been considered 
dead since. 

Even so, the Obama ad¬ 
ministration has no plans to 
push for a carbon tax now. 


said a White House official 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because there 
are no discussions about 
the issue. 

The whole issue of climate 
change was virtually ab¬ 
sent during the presidential 
campaign until Hurricane 
Sandy hit the East Coast. 
The devastating superstorm 

— a rarity for the Northeast 

— and an election that led 
to Democratic gains have 
shoved global warming 
back into the conversation. 
So has the hunt for answers 
to a looming budget crisis. 
So the carbon tax idea has 
been revived by some on 


both the right and left and 
is suddenly appearing in 
newspaper and magazine 
opinion pieces and in quiet 
discussions. 

“I think the impossible may 
be moving to the inevi¬ 
table without ever passing 
through the probable,” 
said former Rep. Bob Inglis. 
The South Carolina Repub¬ 
lican lost his seat in 2010 in 
a primary fight, partly be¬ 
cause he acknowledged 
that global warming ex¬ 
ists and needs to be dealt 
with. Now he heads a new 
group that advocates a 
carbon tax and the idea is 
endorsed by former Ronald 
Reagan economic adviser 
Arthur Laffer. 


The right-leaning Ameri¬ 
can Enterprise Institute 
held an all-day discussion 
of it Tuesday. At the same 
time, the more liberal 
Brookings Institution re¬ 
leased a “modest carbon 
tax” proposal that would 
raise $150 billion a year, 
with $30 billion annually 
earmarked for clean ener¬ 
gy investments. Brookings 
senior policy fellow Mark 
Muro called it a “perfect 
storm” of science and pol¬ 
itics. 

The conservative Com¬ 
petitive Enterprise Institute 
is so concerned about a 
carbon tax that on Tues¬ 
day it filed a lawsuit seek¬ 
ing access to Treasury De¬ 
partment emails discuss¬ 
ing the idea. 

There’s no question a car¬ 
bon tax would stir huge 
opposition. A tax of $20 
per ton of carbon diox¬ 
ide emissions would add 
up to 9 to 10 percent to 
the price of gasoline and 
electric power, said Muro 
of Brookings. 

Experts on all sides of the 
issue have watched cli¬ 
mate proposals fail in 
the past. Congress is still 
split and many in the Re¬ 
publican party deny the 
existence of man-made 
climate change, despite 
what scientists say. 
Congress also on Tuesday 
blocked the European 
Union from imposing a tax 


on American airliners flying 
to the continent as part of 
an effort to reduce green¬ 
house gases. 

Energy industry lobbyist 
Scott Segal said many utili¬ 
ties will fight a carbon tax. 
“The conditions are far 
from ripe for a carbon tax, 
if for no other reason than a 
carbon tax is a tax on eco¬ 
nomic growth.” 

But environmental advo¬ 
cates are seizing the mo¬ 
ment, determined not to 
let the interest in climate 
change subside with the 
floodwaters. 

On Wednesday, former 
Vice President Al Gore 
launches a 24-hour online 
talkfest about global warm¬ 
ing and disasters. Another 
group, 350.org, headed by 
environmental advocate 
and author Bill McKibben, is 
in the midst of a 21 -city bus 
tour. 

Gore compared the link 
between extreme weather 
and "dirty energy” from 
coal, oil and natural gas to 
the links between cigarette 
smoking and lung cancer 
or the use of steroids and 
home runs in baseball. 
“Mother Nature is speaking 
very loudly and clearly,” 
Gore said in a phone inter¬ 
view from San Francisco. 
“The laws of physics do ap¬ 
ply and when we put 90 
million tons of global warm¬ 
ing pollution into the atmo¬ 
sphere every day, it traps a 
lot of heatO 


Victoria Massage 
& Escort 

We service Man & 
Woman. Full massage, 
secret affair, fast 
delivery. 

24 Hours Service 

Tel: 565-0729 
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In ARUBA 

24 loins Sfirkas 

Massage Escort 
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Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 24 Hours Straight Service ■ We Guarantee 

A 3 Hours tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine 7 Days # Week ANYTIME * Quality Service & Reliability 
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In this Thursday, Nov. 1, 2012 photo, from left, actor Robert Pattinson, actress Kristen Stewart, actor Taylor Laut- 
ner, and director Bill Condon, from the upcoming film “The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn Part 2,” pose for a 
portrait in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 

Stewart and Pattinson 
say goodbye to ‘Twilight’ 


Judge tosses 
I anti-paparazzi 
counts in Justin 



In this June 11,2012 file photo, pop 
star Justin Bieber poses for photos 
prior to a press conference at a 
hotel in Mexico City. 

Associated Press 

anthony McCartney 

AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 

judge dealt a blow 
Wednesday to a Califor¬ 
nia law meant to crack 
down on reckless driving 
by paparazzi by saying the 
statute is overly broad and 
should not be used against 
the first photographer 
charged under its provi¬ 
sions. 

■ Superior Court Judge 
Thomas Rubinson dismissed 
counts filed under the law 
against Paul Raef, who was 
charged in July with being 
involved in a high-speed 
pursuit of Justin Bieber. 

The 2010 law raised the 
penalty for those who drive 
dangerously in pursuit of 
photos for commercial 
gain. 

The offense is punishable 
by six months in jail and a 
$2,500 fine but went unused 
until Raef was involved 
in the freeway chase of 
Bieber that topped 80 mph 
and prompted several 911 
calls. 

Raef still faces traditional 
reckless driving counts and 
has not yet entered a plea. 
The judge cited numer¬ 
ous problems with the pa¬ 
parazzi statute, saying it 
was aimed at newsgather¬ 
ing activities protected by 
the First Amendment, and 
lawmakers should have 
simply increased the penal¬ 
ties for reckless driving rath¬ 
er than targeting celebrity 
photographersO 


SANDY COHEN 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Kristen 
Stewart and Robert Pattin¬ 
son sit side by side on a sofa 
at the Four Seasons hotel, 
discussing the end of the 
five-film project that made 
them famous and brought 
them together. 

“Twilight” rocketed both 
to superstardom, and their 
real-life romance only pro¬ 
pelled them further. With 
Friday’s release of the final 
film in the franchise, “The 
Twilight Saga: Breaking 
Dawn — Part 2,” the young 
actors bid farewell to the 
worldwide fantasy sensa¬ 
tion, but not to the tabloid 
attention they garner wher¬ 
ever they go. 

Dedicated Twi-Flards were 
devastated when Stewart 
admitted in July to cheat¬ 
ing on Pattinson in a “mo¬ 
mentary indiscretion” with 
her married “Snow White 
and the Huntsman” di¬ 
rector. Bella and Edward, 
er, Stewart and Pattinson 
briefly split, which not only 
threatened to jeopardize 
marketing for the final “Twi¬ 
light" film, but unraveled 
the real-life element of the 
vampire love story. 

Now reunited, the pair fin¬ 
ish each other's sentences 
during a recent interview as 


they talk about how much 
their lives have changed 
since the first “Twilight” 
movie was released in 
2008. 

“After the first one, I mean, 
it’s a different world you’re 
living in,” says Pattinson, 26. 
“Also, we're at that stage 
of life when things are shift¬ 
ing anyway,” adds Stewart, 
22, who was just 17 when 
she first played Bella Swan. 
Global fame makes grow¬ 
ing up challenging, they 
say, acknowledging 

they’ve become more in¬ 
sular. 

“It’s a really weird thing 
because you kind of have 
to hide,” Pattinson says, 
“and hiding really destroys 
the thing which, for one 
thing..." 

Stewart interjects: “That fu¬ 
els you as an actor." 

“Yeah. It destroys your 
fuel,” he continues, “and 
also it destroys — you get 
to the point where you start 
to lose interest in things be¬ 
cause you spend so much 
time...” 

“Guarding,” Stewart says. 
“Yeah, and that’s your 
world," Pattinson says. 
“Your world gets smaller. 
There's a massive contrac¬ 
tion. And the weirdest thing 
is the more you contract it, 
the more the (public) inter¬ 


est goes up. It's so crazy. 
There's no way around it. 
You're either on a 24-7 real- 
ity-TV show, or people think 
you should be.” 

“No, it’s hilarious,” Stewart 
says, not looking like she 
finds it very funny. “Either 
way, people are like, ‘Ugh. 
Famewhores.'” 

But she has wanted every 
“Twilight" film to be suc¬ 
cessful and knows it's not 
popular to complain about 
the personal costs of fame. 
“This is a really scary ques¬ 
tion to answer because 
people instantly just hate 
you for even saying that 
anything is close to unsa¬ 
vory or whatever or how¬ 
ever you want to put it," 
she says.Director Bill Con¬ 
don, who began work¬ 
ing with Stewart, Pattinson 
and Taylor Lautner in 2010, 
says the young megastars 
understand the pressures 
of the spotlight.“They ap¬ 
preciated the good stuff 
about it, they were able to 
kind of glide through the 
stuff that wasn’t so good, 
and, really, they’re three 
very grounded human be¬ 
ings who really just, I have 
to say, matured into bet¬ 
ter versions of themselves," 
Condon said. “They didn't 
get altered by it, which is 
kind of extraordinary.”□ 



This magazine cover image re¬ 
leased Wednesday, Nov. 14, 2012, 
by People shows actor Channing 
Tatum on the cover of People’s 
Sexiest Man Alive special double 
issue. 

Associated Press 

People magazine 
says Channing 
Tatum is sexiest 
man alive 

NEW YORK (AP) — Chan¬ 
ning Tatum is People mag¬ 
azine’s “sexiest man alive” 
for 2012. 

The 32-year-old actor says 
his first thought on hearing 
the news was, “’Y’all are 
messing with me.’” 

Tatum’s film roles include 
“Magic Mike” and the up¬ 
coming “Foxcatcher.” 
Other actors who have re¬ 
ceived the “sexiest" label 
include George Clooney, 
Matt Damon, Brad Pitt, 
Johnny Depp and Ryan 
Reynolds. Last year’s “sexi¬ 
est man” was Bradley Coo¬ 
per. 

People announced its 2012 
list WednesdayO 

Maurice Hines 
to direct 
NY Apollo 
‘nightclub’ show 

NEW YORK (AP) — New 

York City's storied Apollo 
Theater will be temporarily 
transformed into a glamor¬ 
ous, old-school nightclub 
in February. It’s part of a 
production directed, cho¬ 
reographed and hosted 
by Maurice Hines.Grammy- 
winning jazz singer Dee 
Dee Bridgewater will be 
among the performers.The 
orchestra level will become 
a club-style setting, offering 
table service, drinks, danc¬ 
ing and interaction with 
the performers.To accom¬ 
plish the task, the historic 
theater's main-floor seats 
will be removed, and the 
stage will be extended.Q 
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‘Gangnam Style’ star joins 
Madonna onstage in NYC 


MESFIN FEKADU 
AP Music Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Madon¬ 
na has gone “Gangnam 
Style.” 

Korean pop star PSY joined 
the pop icon Tuesday night 
during her second show this 
week at Madison Square 
Garden in New York. They 
danced to his pop culture 
anthem “Gangnam Style” 
and to her jam “Music” in 
front of nearly 20,000 peo¬ 
ple. 

Madonna said PSY flew 
“all the way from Frankfurt, 
Germany this morning.” 
She said she was a big fan 
of the rapper and loved his 
suit, which was bright red. 
PSY added that he's had 
a lot of experiences in the 
last few months, and that 
performing with Madonna 
topped his list. 

Madonna also collected 
money for those affected 
by Superstorm Sandy. Fans 



In this Nov. 13, 2012 photo re¬ 
leased by Guy Oseary, singer 
Madonna, left, is shown onstage 
with South Korean rapper PSY dur¬ 
ing Madonna’s MDNA concert at 
Madison Square Garden in New 
York. 

Associated Press 

threw money onstage 
while she sang “Like a 
Virgin." She said she col¬ 
lected $3,000 at Monday’s 
show.Q 


Dave Matthews Band pledges 
$1 million for Sandy relief 



This Sept. 22, 2012 file photo shows Dave Matthews of the Dave Matthews 
Band performing during the Farm Aid 2012 concert at Hersheypark Sta¬ 
dium in Hershey, Pa. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — The Dave 
Matthews Band is giving $1 
million to help Superstorm 
Sandy recovery efforts. 

The band announced 
Wednesday that the Nov. 
30 opening show in New 
Jersey of its winter tour will 
be a benefit concert. All 
ticket and merchandise 
sales will go to the Bama 
Works Sandy Relief Fund, 


established at the Com¬ 
munity Foundation of New 
Jersey. 

Sandy caused widespread 
damage and power out¬ 
ages in New Jersey and 
New York when it hit more 
than two weeks ago. 

The Grammy-winning 
group says tickets are still 
on sale for the Nov. 30 
show.Q 


Kaley Cuoco gets a bang 
out of ‘Big Bang Theory’ 



This Sept. 25,2012 photo shows actress Kaley Cuoco in New York. Cuoco 
stars as Penny in the CBS hit comedy, “The Big Bang Theory.” 

Associated Press 


By FRAZIER MOORE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — “I know 
this sounds like it's not true,” 
says Kaley Cuoco, “but as 
huge as the show is, it’s just 
part of my life — not my 
whole life.” 

“The Big Bang Theory” is 
huge all right. Now in its sixth 
season (airing Thursdays on 
CBS at 8 p.m. EST), it reigns 
as TV’s hottest sitcom, and 
now hotter than ever with 
an average 19 million view¬ 
ers each week. 

As virtually every viewer 
knows by now, “Big Bang” 
centers on a gaggle of 
geeky Cal Tech scientists, 
chief among them Sheldon 
(Jim Parsons) and Leonard 
(Johnny Galecki), apart¬ 
ment mates who, by great 
good sitcom fortune, live 
across the hall from Penny, 
played by Cuoco. Penny 
aspires to be an actress but 
pays the rent by waiting 
tables at a Cheesecake 
Factory. 

Unlike the boys. Penny is no 
genius. But neither is she a 
dumb blonde, which is key 
to the genius of “Big Bang." 
“She’s obviously not book- 
smart," says Cuoco, “but 
she's street smart and 
good-hearted and can 
make fun of herself. The 
producers never made her 
ditzy. Maybe she doesn’t 
always get what the guys 
are talking about. But in 
that way she represents 
most of the world.” 

It was pretty smart to make 
Penny the “normal" char¬ 
acter through whom the 


audience can enter the 
abstruse, brainy realm the 
guys occupy. At the same 
time, sexy Penny presides 
as a universal object of de¬ 
sire. 

Cuoco is totally up to the 
task of playing such a 
gal. During a recent mid¬ 
afternoon interview, she is 
hearty and self-possessed 
and comfortably glam. 

She orders a vodka mar¬ 
tini — “straight up, very 
cold, with a twist,” she tells 
her waitress, then explains 
to the reporter, “My new 
drink. My new thing.” 

All that, plus she has a sen¬ 
timental streak. 

Reflecting on what her hit 
sitcom has meant to other 
parts of her life, she men¬ 
tions her parents — her 
dad, a real estate agent 
who has weathered tough 
times, and her stay-at- 
home mom in Southern 
California. During her child¬ 
hood, they often had to 
cut corners, she says, “but I 
never noticed when things 
weren’t great. 

“This year. I'm hosting 
Thanksgiving and Christ¬ 
mas with, like, 25 people at 
my house — I can do that 
now.” Pier voice starts to 
tremble and her eyes moist¬ 
en. “It's emotional, cause I 
remember we could never 
afford that. The show has 
been the hugest blessing." 
Cuoco, who turns 27 on 
Nov. 30, grew up happy to 
be the center of attention. 
“I was always very silly and 
never took myself serious¬ 
ly,” she recalls. “When my 


father had the camera out. 
I'd be up close and annoy¬ 
ing. My father would keep 
saying, ‘Move back! Move 
back!”’ 

Pier parents were support¬ 
ive when she wanted to try 
acting, “but if I wanted to 
audition, I had to play ten¬ 
nis” (at which she excelled 
as a teen). “If I played ten¬ 
nis I had to be in a dance 
class. I always had multiple 
activities, so I never had to 
count on any one of them 
to feel successful.” 

She landed a role in a 
1992 TV film starring Don¬ 
ald Sutherland. She played 
Maureen McCormick in the 
2000 TV film “Growing Up 
Brady.” Along the way, she 
landed jobs in lots of epi¬ 
sodic shows. 

But by 2002, she was feeling 
discouraged. She hadn’t 
worked in a year. 

Then her agent phoned 
about a project called “8 
Simple Rules for Dating My 
Teenage Daughter.” Re¬ 
luctantly she auditioned for 
the part of the older daugh¬ 
ter in a household whose 
loving but bewildered dad 
would be played by John 
Ritter. Cuoco got the role. 
Though it built into a hit for 
ABC its first season, “8 Sim¬ 
ple Rules” is remembered 
mainly as the final proj¬ 
ect of the beloved Ritter, 
who died abruptly early in 
its second year. The show 
pushed on through a third 
season, but it never over¬ 
came Ritter’s tragic ab¬ 
sence. 

“I just adored him,” says 
Cuoco, unleashing a 
stream of memories of how 
he used to cut up on the set 
and how much she learned 
from him. “Ple’d put a pota¬ 
to chip on his shoulder and 
go, ‘Do I have a chip on my 
shoulder?' And we would 
just crack up! Pie would do 
it every day!“Working with 
him showed me that I loved 
sitcoms," she goes on. “I’m 
a ‘Bridesmaids’ type of girl. 

I love silliness. That’s who I 
am at heart, and I know I 
can do it. If my career path 
takes me elsewhere, that’s 
great. But comedy is my 
forte.”□ 


I 

I 


I 


I 


I 

I 


I 


I 


I 

I 


I 

















From The New York Times R , November 15, 2012 


Hawks And 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2012 New York Times 

Back in 2010, self-styled deficit 
hawks - better described as 
deficit scolds - took over much 
of our political discourse. At a 
time of mass unemployment 
and record-low borrowing costs, 
a time when economic theory 
said we needed more, not less, 
deficit spending, the scolds con¬ 
vinced most of our political class 
that deficits rather than jobs 
should be our top economic pri¬ 
ority. And now that the election 
is over, they’re trying to pick up 
where they left off. 

They should be told to go away. 
It’s not just the fact that the 
deficit scolds have been wrong 
about everything so far. Recent 
events have also demonstrated 
clearly what was already ap¬ 
parent to careful observers: the 
deficit-scold movement was 
never really about the defi¬ 
cit. Instead, it was about using 
deficit fears to shred the social 
safety net. And letting that hap¬ 
pen wouldn’t just be bad policy; 
it would be a betrayal of the 
Americans who just re-elected 
a health-reformer president and 
voted in some of the most pro¬ 
gressive senators ever. 

About the hypocrisy of the 
hawks: As I said, it has been evi¬ 
dent for years. Consider the ear- 
ly-2011 award for “fiscal respon¬ 
sibility” that three of the leading 
deficit-scold organizations gave 
to none other than Paul Ryan. 
Then as now, Ryan’s alleged 
plans to reduce the deficit were 
obvious flimflam, since he was 
proposing huge tax cuts for the 
wealthy and corporations while 
refusing to specify how these 
cuts would be offset. But in the 
eyes of the deficit scolds, his 
plan to dismantle Medicare and 
his savage cuts to Medicaid ap¬ 
parently qualified him as a fiscal 
icon. 

And how did the deficit scolds 
react when Mitt Romney served 
up similar flimflam, with Ryan as 
his running mate? Well, the Pe¬ 
ter G. Peterson Foundation is 
deficit-scold central; Peterson 
funding lies behind much of the 
movement. Sure enough, David 
Walker, the foundation’s former 
CEO and arguably the most vis¬ 
ible deficit scold in the United 
States, endorsed the Romney/ 
Ryan ticket. 

And then there’s the matter of 
the fiscal cliff. 

Contrary to the way it’s often 


Hypocrites 

portrayed, the looming pros¬ 
pect of spending cuts and tax 
increases isn’t a fiscal crisis. It is, 
instead, a political crisis brought 
on by the GOP’s attempt to 
take the economy hostage. 
And just to be clear, the danger 
for next year is not that the defi¬ 
cit will be too large but that it will 
be too small, and hence plunge 
the United States back into re¬ 
cession. 

Deficit scolds are having a hard 
time with this issue. How can 
they warn us not to go over 
the fiscal cliff without seeming 
to contradict their own rhetoric 
about the evils of deficits? 

This wouldn’t be hard if they had 
been making a more honest 
case on the budget: The truth 
is that deficits are actually a 
good thing when the economy 
is deeply depressed, so deficit 
reduction should wait until the 
economy is stronger. As John 
Maynard Keynes said three- 
quarters of a century ago, “The 
boom, not the slump, is the right 
time for austerity.” But since the 
deficit scolds have in fact been 
demanding that we make defi¬ 
cits the priority even when the 
economy is depressed, they 
can’t go there. 

So what we get instead, for ex¬ 
ample in a white paper on the 
fiscal cliff from the Committee 
for a Responsible Federal Bud¬ 
get, is a garbled set of com¬ 
plaints: The adjustment is too fast 
(why?), or it’s the wrong kind of 
deficit reduction, for reasons not 
made clear. Or maybe they are 
made clear, after all. For even 
as it rails against deficits, the 
white paper argues against rais¬ 
ing tax rates and even suggests 
cutting them. 

So the deficit scolds, while pos¬ 
ing as the nation’s noble fiscal 
defenders, have in practice 
shown themselves both hypo¬ 
critical and incoherent. They 
don’t deserve to have a central 
role in policy discussion; they re¬ 
ally don’t even deserve a seat 
at the table. And they certainly 
don’t deserve to have one of 
their own appointed Treasury 
secretary. 

I don’t know how seriously to 
take the buzz about appointing 
Erskine Bowles to replace Timo¬ 
thy Geithner. But in case there’s 
any reality to it, let’s recall his 
record. Bowles, like others in the 
deficit-scold community, has 
indulged in scare tactics, warn¬ 
ing of an imminent fiscal crisis 
that keeps not coming. Mean¬ 
while, the report he co-wrote 
was supposed to be focused 
on deficit reduction - yet, true 
to form, it called for lower rather 
than higher tax rates, and as a 
“guiding principle” no less. Ap¬ 
pointing him, or anyone like him, 
would be both a bad idea and 
a slap in the face to the people 
who returned President Barack 
Obama to office. 

Look, we should be having a se¬ 
rious discussion about America’s 
fiscal future. But a serious discus¬ 
sion is exactly what we haven’t 
been having these past couple 
years - because the discourse 
was hijacked by the wrong peo¬ 
ple, with the wrong agenda. 
Let’s show them the door.Q 



The Siren And The Spook 



FRANK BRUNI 
© 2012 New York Times 

There were remarks galore 
about her unusually toned arms 
and the way she dressed to 
show them off. I even spotted 
a comment about how much 
of her armpits one of her outfits 
revealed, as if underarm exhibi¬ 
tionism were some sort of sexual 
sorcery, some aphrodisiac, the 
key to it all. 

What else could explain his 
transgression? Why else would a 
man of such outward discipline 
and outsize achievement risk so 
much? The temptress must have 
been devious. The temptation 
must have been epic. 

That was the tired tone of some 
of the initial coverage of, and 
reaction to, the affair between 
David Petraeus and Paula 
Broadwell, which had many 
people claiming surprise where 
there wasn’t cause for any, re¬ 
verting to cliches that should be 
retired and indulging in a sexism 
we like to think we’ve moved 
past. 

Broadwell has just 13 percent 
body fat, according to a recent 
measurement. Did you know 
that? Did you need to? It came 
up nonetheless. And like so 
much else about her - her long- 
ago coronation as homecom¬ 
ing queen, her six-minute mile - 
it was presented not merely as a 
matter of accomplishment, but 
as something a bit titillating, per¬ 
haps a part of the trap she laid. 
There are bigger issues here. 
There are questions of real con¬ 
sequence, such as why the FBI 
got so thoroughly involved in 


what has been vaguely de¬ 
scribed as a case of email ha¬ 
rassment, whether the bureau 
waited too long to tell lawmak¬ 
ers and White House officials 
about the investigation and 
how much classified information 
Broadwell, by dint of her rela¬ 
tionship with Petraeus, was privy 
to. The answers matter. 

Her “expressive green eyes” (The 
Daily Beast) and “tight shirts” 
and “form-fitting clothes” (The 
Washington Post) don’t. And the 
anecdotes and chatter that im¬ 
plicitly or explicitly wonder at the 
spidery wiles she must have used 
to throw the mighty man off his 
path are laughably ignorant 
of history, which suggests that 
mighty men are all too ready to 
tumble, loins first. Wiles factor less 
into the equation than proximity. 
Sure, the spotlight these men 
have attracted and the alti¬ 
tude they’ve reached should, 
theoretically, give them greater 
pause. But they’ve either be¬ 
come accustomed to or out¬ 
right sought a kind of adulation 
in the public arena that prob¬ 
ably isn’t mirrored in their mar¬ 
riages. A spouse is unlikely to 
provide it. A spouse knows you 
too well for that, and gives you 
something deeper, truer and so 
much less electric. 

It has to be more than mere co¬ 
incidence that Bill Clinton had 
an affair with a White House in¬ 
tern; Newt Gingrich with a con¬ 
gressional aide (now his wife); 
John Edwards with a woman 
who followed him around with a 
camera, creating hagiographic 
mini-documentaries about his 
presidential campaign; and Pe¬ 
traeus with a woman who made 
him the subject of a biography 
so worshipful that its main riddle, 
joked Jon Stewart, was whether 
Petraeus was “awesome or in¬ 
credibly awesome.” 

These mighty men didn’t just 
choose mistresses, by all ap¬ 
pearances. They chose fonts 
of gushing reverence. That’s at 
least as deliberate and dam¬ 
nable as any signals the alleged 


temptresses put out. 

Petraeus’ choice suggests an 
additional measure of vanity. 
Broadwell exercises compulsive¬ 
ly, as he does. She’s fascinated 
by all matters military, as he is. 
“Petraeus once joked I was his 
avatar,” she told The Charlotte 
Observer a while back. So by his 
own assessment, he was having 
an affair with a version of himself. 
And yet it’s the women in these 
situations who are often sub¬ 
jected to a more vigorous public 
shaming - and assigned greater 
responsibility. 

The website Business Insider 
posted an interview with an 
unnamed former colleague of 
Petraeus’ who knew Broadwell 
and characterized her as “a 
shameless self-promoting prom 
queen.” The colleague all but 
exonerated Petraeus by saying: 
“You’re a 60-year-old man and 
an attractive woman almost half 
your age makes herself avail¬ 
able to you - that would be a 
test for anyone.” 

The headline of The Washington 
Post story that weighed in on 
Broadwell's wardrobe asserted 
that he “let his guard down,” 
a phrase that portrays him as 
passive, possibly even a victim. 
The story notes that his former 
aides considered him “the con¬ 
summate gentleman and fam¬ 
ily man.” It goes on to say that 
Broadwell was “willing to take 
full advantage of her special ac¬ 
cess” to him. An article in Slate 
asked “how could he - this ac¬ 
claimed leader and figure of 
rectitude - allow such a thing 
to a happen?” The italics are 
mine, because the verb is a tell¬ 
ing one. “She went a bit ga-ga 
for the general,” the article later 
observes, adding: “She may 
have made herself irresistible.” 
Such adamant women, such 
pregnable men. We’ve been 
stuck on this since Eve, Adam 
and the Garden of Eden. And 
it’s true: Eve shouldn’t have 
been so pushy with the apple. 
But Adam could have had a 
V8.Q 
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Stalwart Thanksgiving flavors, meet chocolate! 



A dish of chocolate coconut pecan tart, in New York, Nov. 14, 2012. Pumpkin and other tastes associated with Thanksgiving may suffice for strict 
traditionalists, but chocolate can add a playful edge. 

(Andrew Scrivani/The New York Times) 


MELISSA CLARK 
© 2012 New York Times 

We all know that everything 
is better with chocolate, so 
why not Thanksgiving? 
Among the holiday’s tra¬ 
ditional desserts, seasonal 
flavors rightly loom large: 
pumpkins, apples, pears, 
persimmons, nuts. Choco¬ 
late doesn’t really figure in. 
But a little chocolate can 
only make things better. 
And don’t fret about tra¬ 
dition. After all, when was 
the last time you went to a 
Thanksgiving meal with only 
one dessert? (Me? Never.) 
So I say this year, let at least 
one of the many offerings 
include something rich 
and dark and fudgy. Even 
if you're not a chocolate 
lover yourself, someone at 
the table will be. And they 
will be ever so thankful. 

This recipe will accomplish 
the goal. And there are 
two more at nytimes.com/ 
dining. You'll notice that 
not one of them is trying 
to reinvent the classics. As 
every cook knows, the at¬ 
tachment to one’s family’s 
Thanksgiving recipes runs 
deep. Making a case for a 
black-bottomed pumpkin 
pie to replace your great- 
aunt's sacred recipe (even 
if it was from the back of 
the evaporated milk can) 
would be futile. 

I wanted to come up with 
chocolate-laced desserts 
that would gracefully ac¬ 
company your family’s fa¬ 
vorites. Thinking about the 
plethora of pies that are 
inevitable during the holi¬ 
day, coming up with an ice 
cream to make them a la 
mode was my first priority. 


The idea of chocolate ice 
cream melting on top of a 
warm apple crisp, however, 
didn’t feel quite right. 

But copious chunks of bit¬ 
tersweet chocolate folded 
into, say, a custard base 
perfumed with good, dark 
rum and dotted with rum- 
soaked dried cranberries 
was another matter en¬ 
tirely. I could see it perched 
on a slice of pecan, apple 
or even pumpkin pie, drip¬ 
ping lusciously down the 
sides. Although I chose rum 
here (inspired by rum rai¬ 
sin ice cream), any dark 
brown spirit will work - par¬ 


ticularly Bourbon or brandy. 
Or if you want to leave out 
the booze, substitute or¬ 
ange juice and stir a little 
grated orange zest into the 
custard as it cooks. Next, I 
tackled revamping the rich¬ 
est, fudgiest, most intense 
chocolate dessert I know: 
the chocolate souffle cake. 
Serving it all by itself is per¬ 
fectly fine. But jazzing it up 
with a topping of whipped 
creme fraiche and can¬ 
died, cinnamon-scented 
butternut squash makes it 
stunningly autumnal. 

Finally, I added coconut 
and pecans to a buttery 


chocolate shortbread crust 
and baked it until the whole 
thing was glossy and crisp 
on top. It tasted a little like 
pecan pie, a little like a 
candy bar and a lot like a 
celebration. Which is just 
what you want for Thanks¬ 
giving. 

CHOCOLATE COCONUT PE¬ 
CAN TART 

Time: 90 minufes plus chill¬ 
ing 

1 cup unsalfed butter (2 
sticks), room temperature 
60 grams confectioners’ 
sugar (about 1/2 cup plus 1 
tablespoon) 

1 large egg yolk 

3/4 teaspoon vanilla ex¬ 
tract 

150 grams all-purpose flour 
(about 1 1/4 cups) 

20 grams Dutch-processed 
cocoa powder (about 1/4 
cup) 

1/4 teaspoon fine sea salt 
1/3 cup honey 

2 tablespoons heavy cream 
55 grams dark brown sugar 
(about 1/3 cup) 

1 large egg 

2 tablespoons bourbon 

30 grams coconut flakes 
(about 1/2 cup) 

175 grams whole pecans 
(about 1 3/4 cups) 

1. In the bowl of an elec¬ 
tric mixer, cream together 


1 stick of butter and the 
confectioners’ sugar. Beat 
in the yolk until combined, 
then beat in the vanilla. Sift 
together the flour, cocoa 
powder and 1/8 teaspoon 
salt. With the mixer running 
on low, beat in the dry in¬ 
gredients until just com¬ 
bined. Scrape the dough 
into a ball and flatten into 
a disc. Cover with plastic 
wrap and chill 1 hour. 

2. On a lightly floured sur¬ 
face, roll the dough into an 
11-inch round. Transfer to a 
10-inch fluted tart pan. Chill 
30 minutes. 

3. Heat the oven to 325 de¬ 
grees. Line the crust with foil 
or parchment paper and 
fill with pie weights. Bake 15 
minutes; remove weights 
and foil and return crust to 
the oven to bake until dry 
to the touch, 5 to 10 min¬ 
utes more. Cool. 

4. Melt the remaining stick 
of butter. In a bowl, com¬ 
bine butter, honey, cream, 
brown sugar, egg, bourbon 
and 1 /8 teaspoon salt. Stir in 
the coconut and pecans. 
Pour filling into the crust. 
Bake until the top is gold¬ 
en brown and the filling is 
gently set, 35 to 45 minutes. 
Cool completely before 
serving. 

Yield: 8 servings.Q 



A dish of chocolate souffle cake with candied squash compote, in New York, Nov. 14, 2012. 

(Andrew Scrivani/The New York Times) 


































